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« His MajesT1Es Declaration to 
all His loving Subjects concerning 


the proceedings of this preſent 
Parliament. 


Als more then time now, after ſo many 
Injuries and Indignities offered to Our 
Royall Perſon , ſo many Aﬀeronts and 
Storns pur upon our Kingly Office, ſo 
many ſcandalous, ſeditious and traite- 
rous Pamphlets againſt Our Self and 
SS _ 4 z->| Our Government, to vindicate Our 
Self trom thoſe wicked and damnable Combinations and 
Conſpiracieswhich theimplacable malice & inſatjable am- 
bition of ſome perſons have contrived againſt Us, and to let 
all Our loving Subjets'know how much they are concern- 
ed in Our Suffcrings, and how much their Peace and Secu. 
ritie is ſhaken in the Aſſaults which are made, and the 
wounds which are given to Our Honour and Authoritie; 
and (how ſpecious ſoever their pretences are of Religion 
and Libertie ) that in truth their end is nothing but Anar- 
chy and Confaſion in either: in the relation and confidera- 
tion whereof (though We take no _ in'the __—— ; 
2 and 


- 


"2nd birrerdeſſe of expreſſions) *ixno wonder, (being 
»* _ pelledtortakenoticeof Adions of a high and injurior 
- ture; and to confider and anſwer words impetuouſly dire- 
. Qed againſt Majeſtic it Self, We be likewiſe enforced to 
 - ufea diale@t rougher and different from what We have 
_. uſfedto treat in (tis a weapon Webluſh to find Our Self 
| putto exerciſe.) And We call the Almighty God to wit- 
nefſe, that though We were extremely ſenſible of the vio- 
lent and unjuſtifiable Impoſitions upon Our Royall Office 
and Authoritic, of the apparent hazard and danger which 
 threatned Our own Perſon, and Safety , yet not ſo much 
the particular conſideration of Our Self, hath engaged Us 
inthe reſolution We have now taken, as the publick Care 
. of the true Proteſtant Religion, the preſervation of the 
Law, and the Libertie of the Subje&, and the upholding 
the whole frame and conſtitution of this Kingdome, ſo ad- 
mirably founded and continued by the bleſſing of God, 
and the wifdome of Our Anceſtours , to the wonder and 
envie of all the neighbouring Kingdomes, which the faRti- 
on and ambition of a few diſcontented ſpirits, with their 
counterfeit ſhews of Religion , and pretences of Libertie, 
endeavour to ſhake and rend aſunder, and to bring Onr Self 
and all the Subjects of this Kingdome into PORE Sub- 
jeRion unto their vaſt, unlimited, arbitrary, ſeditious Juriſ- 
dition. We ſhall begin Our diſcourſe from the beginning 
of this Parliament : For of the unhappy diſſolution of the 
laſt (by the misinformation. and advice of ſome perſons, 
looked upon now. under another character) We fhall for- 
bear to ſpeak; being reſolved that no diſregard or unduti- 
fulneſſe of other men towards Us, ſhall ever prevail with 
Us, ro do what We think unſuitable to the Honour and 
- of a juſt Prince, and of a good andaloving, 
cr. 


com- 
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When 
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When We reſolved to ſummon this Parliament, (which . © 
We did our of Our own earneſt and affeRionate defire ro. * 
beget a good and right intelligence between Us and Qur-. 
People, and before the meeting of Our Great Councelat 
Terk , and uncompelled by any violence, but of Our loye. 
to Peace) We preſented to Our Self the unhappy condi- 
tion whercin the State of this Kingdome then ſtood, con- 
ſidered the nature of the preſſures (then more freely repre- 
ſented unto Us) which in themſelves were grievous to Our 
200d Subjects, and in the conſequences of them might ap- 
pear more terrible ; We took a full and clear proſpeR of 
the inconveniences and miſchiefs which had grown by the 
long intermiſhon of Parliaments, and by departing too. 
much- from the known Rule of the Law, toan Arbitrary 
power, and upon the whole reſolved (withour purtring any 
gloſſe upon Our own former Commands, or endeavouring 
to make any excuſe for the Attions of Our Miniſters) that 
the meaſure of Our juſtice and favour by way of reparati- 
on, ſhould farre exceed the proportion of the ſufferiogs, 
Our good SubjeRs had undergone by Vs; which We were 
confident would beget ſo mutuall an affe&ion and confi- 
dence between Vs, that ſuch a foundation of firm and ſtable 
happineſſe would immediately have been laid for the 
whole Kingdome , that all memorie of former grievances 
would have been eafily buried, and that this Parliament 
ſhould receive a glorious celebration both by King and 
People to the end of the world, Andtherefore upon the firſt 
Convention on the third of November, Wedeclared Our 
reſolution in that point, and then or ſoon after defired that 
whatever miſtaking had grown in the government either of 
Church or State might be removed, and all things reduced 
tothe order of the time(the memorie whereof is juſtly-pre- 
tious to'this Nation ) of Queen Elizabeth, and for:any 
| A. 3 expreſſion: 
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expreſſion of their affetion to Vs in ſupply of Our known 
neceſſities, We were ſo farre from preſſing, We reſolved 
niot to think of it till atl Our good People ſhould be abun- 
dantly fatisfied in all neceflary proviſion for their Libertie 
and Propertie, and what ever elſe might diſturb them in 
their eſtates or conſciences. How firtaly We have kept 
Qur Self to this Reſolution is evident to all the world, 

At the beginning of the Parliament We quickly diſcern. 
ed by ſome circumſtances of their proceedings, that they 
meant not to confine or contain themſelves within the 
paths of their Predeceflours ; which We imputed to the 
diſorder, and impatience, the former ſufferings of the King- 
dome had begot in them, and therefore We reſolyed to 
rake no exceptions to any particular, bur todo Ourpart in 
any point of Reformation , aſſoon and as often as any op- 
portunitie ſhould be offered untoVs,belicving that afſoon as 
they ſhould find themſelves reſtored to their old ſecuritie, 
and the matter and ſubſtance of their doubts and fears to 
be removed, they would eafily and willingly reduce them- 
ſelves into their good old way,and apply themſelves to the 
uſuall form of their Predeceſſours in the courſe of their 
proccedings. And though we well knew the Combination 
earred into by ſeverall perſons for an alteration in the Go- 
vernment of the Church, which could not but have anIn- 
fluence upon the Civil Government of the State too, and 
obſerved that thoſe men had greateſt intereſt and power of 
perſwading of both Houſes, who had entred into ſuch 
Combination, yet Our-Reſolution was ſo full for the pub- 
lick ſatisfaftion of Our people, that We believed, even 
thoſe men would either have been converted in their Con- 
ſciences, by the clearnes and juſtnefſe of Our Ations, or 
would have appearcd ſo unſeaſonable, or been diſcovered 


fo ſeditious, that their malice and furie would not __ 
cen 
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been able to have done miſchief; and therefore We took 
no notice of the great labour and skill the prime Leaders 
amongſt them had uſed to get men of their faction nomina- 
ted and eleed to ſerve as members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and did uſe to remove others(whom they knew to be 
of different opinions) though they were fairly and legally 
eleQted ; wherein there was no other meaſure or rule of Ju- 
ſtice obſerved then fingly with reference to the opinions or 
affeQions of the perſons, witneſle (beſides their putting out 
or keeping in Men upon unqueſtionable Eledtions, without 
the leaſt colour or ſhadow of Juſtice) their Order, whereby 
they at one clap expelled a very great number of perſons 


| fairly cleQted by their Country, upon pretence that they 


had ſome hand, or their names uſed in ſome Proje&, Mo- 
nopoly or Patent, without charging them with any crime, 
or to this day proceeding againſt them , and-yet they con- 
tinue amongſt them S* Henry Mildemay 'M* Lawrence Whi. 
takers, and others, (whoſe afte&tions and opinions they are 
well pleaſed with) though the firſt of them is notoriouſly 

known to be the chief Promoter of the buſineſfe of rhe 
gold and filver thred (a Commiſſion complained of, view- 

cd, and examined, and therefore his name might have been 

eafily takennotice of) and the other as converſant, and as 

much imployed as a Commiſſioner in matters of that nature 

as any man. We ſpeak not this to excuſe Monopolies ( the. 
inconveniences of which We are ſenfible of, and ſhall for 

the future prevent)but to ſhew the partiality of thatFaction, 
and the uſe they make of them to their own advantage. 

The firſt remedy (after the impcaching ſeverall perſons 
of high Treaſon, whom they looked upon as the chief cau- 
ſes of the publick ſufferings) they propoſed, was a Bill for 
the Trienniall Parliament,to the which, though We might 
juſtly have pauſed upon ſeverall expreſſions and clauſes in 

| it, 
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it, and might- very well have inſiſted upon our old Privi- 
ledge and Cuſtome not to paſle any Bill till the end of the 
Seſſion; yet ſince We really did believe moſt of the miſ- 
chiefs then complained of, proceeded from the too long in- 
termiſſion of Parliaments, and were reſolved for the future 
to communicate freely and frequently that way with Our 
Subje&s, We paſſed over thoſe exceptions, and conſented 
to it, eſpecially upon this confidence, That when ſuch other 
Att ſhould be agreed upon for the eaſe and ſecurity of Our 
People, as we defired and expeRted ſhould be preferred to 
Vs, this Act would be a ſufficient earneſt and aſſurance that 
all thoſe Acts ſhould be faithfully obſerved by Vs, and fo 
there ſhould be no room left for any fears and jealouſies 
which might prevent that mutuall Confidence between Vs 


and Our People we carneſtly defired to raiſe: And for ſome 


rime after the paſſing this ARt, We found ſuch an acknow- 
I:dgement from both Houſes of Our fingular Grace and 
Favour in confenting tot, and ſo great expreſſions of their 
affections and purpoſes towards Vs , that We believed 
the ſenſe of it would never have been forgotten, and were 
as much pleaſed that We had taken that way of oblieging 
Our People, as they were with the benefit ic ſelf. 

But We were very well able to diſcover that whatſo- 
ever ſeemed to be asked of Vs,or to be complained of toVs, 
there was ſtill a Faction of a few ambitious, diſcontented, 
and ſeditious perſons, who under pretence of being enemies 
to Arbitrary power, and of compaſſion towards thoſe who 
out of tenderneſſe of Conſcience could not ſubmit to ſome 
things enjoyned or commended inthe Goyernment of the 
Church, had in truth a defire(and had entred into a Com- 
bination to that purpoſe) to alter the Government both of 
Churchand State, which they were yet to diſguiſe, till by 
their Art or Induſtry they had infeted ſome with their opi- 


nions, - 
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| nions,and by, their cunning demeanour and managery ofthe 


publick Intereſts, they had ſeduced others to an implieite 
Confidence in their power, wiſdome and integrity : And 

ainſt this deſigne We onely oppoſed a reſolution to con- 
tribute all Our aſſiſtance fof the peace, happineſle and ſecu- 
rity of Our People,and fo to convince their Underſtandings 
(it their errour proceeded from weaknefle) that no alterati- 
on could produce that happineſle they imagined, and ( if 


_ theirnatures were capable of ſuch truſts)rotake ſome of the 


chief of them ſo near Vs, that they might be witneſſes of 
Our Actions, and privy to Our counſels, hat either Ingenu- 
itic or Gratitude might recover them from their deſperate 
Inclinations : Hereupon, becauſe moſt of the grievances of 
Our People were conceived to proceed from the great li- 
berty of Our Councel Board, or from ſome orders and di- 
rections from them, We admitted to Our Privie Councel 
ſeven or cight of thoſe Lords, who were eminently in e- 
ſeem with Our People, for their reputation of Honour and 
Juſtice, ſome of whom we knew to be moſt paſſionately 
difinclined to the preſent managery of Civil affairs, and to 
the Government of the Church, and hoped that by a free 
Communication oftheir Doubts, Opinions and Counſels, 
they would have received that ſatisfaRion, that they would 
have been excellent Inſtruments of a bleſſed Reformation 
and Confirmation in Church and State. | 

Having begun with this foundation of confidence in Our 
Court, by cleRing ſuch perſons, We made the ſame haſte 
to apply particular remedies to the viſible known diſeaſes, 
reſolving thoſe remedies ſhould be proportioned to the 
counſel and deſires of both Houſes; which We thought the 
ſureſt way to win at leaſt a major Part ro the confeſſion and 
acknowledgement of Our Juſtice and Aﬀection. 

The Starre-chamber had in the exceſle of jurisdiQtion or 

B tedi- 


'. rediouſncleandcharge of proceedings, or meaſure and ſe- 
verity of puniſhment invaded the Laws of the Land, and Li- 
berty of the Subje&,by rhe exerciſe of an Arbitrary pawer, 
We preſſed not the reformation of this Court, though ere- 

_  Redor (ſettled by Act of Parliament in a wiſe time, bur at 

- theinſtance of both Houſes conſented to the abolition of. 

The High Commiſſion Court had proceeded with too 

much {trictneſſe in many caſes, where the tender conſcien. 
ces of many of Our weak Subjeds were concerned,and had 
ſo farre outgrown the power of the Law, that it would nor 
be limited and guided by it, but cenſured, fined and impri- 
ſoned Our People for matters unpuniſhable by the Law z 
We preſled not the review of that Statute by which that 
Court was ereed,that ſuch power might be qualified, and 
proviſions altered, as had been grievous to the SubjeR,nor 
deſired that any other care might be taken for the uphold- 
ing the Eccleftaſticall diſcipline, then what the wiſdome 
and piety of both. Houſes ſhould think neceſſary ; bur, in 

- complyance tothe ſufferings of Our People,and the defires 
of both Houſes, conſented to the repeal of that branch of 
that Statute. 

The Writs for Ship-money, whereby ſeverall ſummes 
of money had been received from Our good Subjects, for 
defence and ſafeguard of the Kingdome, had lain heavy up- 
on Our People, yer were judged to be Legall: Bath Our 
Houſes of Partiament declared that the grounds and rea- 
ſons of that judg<ment(being that when the good and ſafe- 
ty of the Kingdome in generall is cancerned, and that the 
whole Kingdome is in. danger, We: might compell Our 

' SubjeRs to. provide Ships, Men and Victuals, for the de- 
fence and ſafeguard of the Kingdome,and that We were the 
ſole Judge of that danger, and how the fame might be pre- 


vented) were comrary to,and agaioſt the Laws and Statutes 
of 


—_ 1.5.6 
of this Realm, the property and liberty ofrhe Subjed, and 
. tothe Petition of Right ; withour diſputing Our Right, We 
were contented thar all the proceedings in that bufineſſe 
ſhould be adjudged void, and diſannulled, and the Judge- 
ments, Enrollments, and Entries thereupon ſhould be va- 
cated and cancelled in ſuch manner as was deſired. 

Vnder colour of executing the Forreſt Laws, and of 
keeping the Juſtice in Eyres ſeat, very many perſons had 
been gricved and vexcd, by Preſentments, Fines, Judge- 
ments and Impriſonments, the meets, limits and bounds of 
Forreſts extended, and ſome endeavours been made to ſer 
on foot Forreſts, where in truth none had been:We no ſoo- 
ner received complaint of this, but We paſſed an Ad for 
the certainty ofthe meets, limits and bounds of all the For- 
reſts in England, with ſuch further proviſions for the caſe of 
Our Subjects as were deſired at Our hands, 

If by the negligence or wilfulneſſe of Perſons truſted by 
Vs, any grievance or inconvenience had been contracted in 


any part of Our Kingdome ( which ſeemed not to have fo | 


_ an influence upon the wholc)upoa the firſt clear in» 
ormation We did Our part for the caſing of them, and 
therefore we paſled, for the benefit of Our good Subjects 
of Devon and Cormwall, an Att againſt diverſe Incroach- 
ments and Oppreſſions in the Stannary Courts, 

And We were ſo confident this way to win the hearts and 
affeQions of all Our good Subjes, and that both Qur 
Houſes of Parliament would at laſt find a time to give to, 
that We made their Asking the onely Rule to Our Grants; 
and parted with any thing they defired Vs to relinquiſh : 
So 1n the Preamble to the Bill af Tunnage and Paundage, 
We parted with Our title of impoſing, a Power adjudged 
good, and exerciſed by Our Anceſtours, and though diſpu- 
ted, never reſolved againſt by Judgemeat in Parliament ; 
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So\nthe At for regulating the Office of Clerk of the Mar- 

ker, becauſe the undue execution thereof had been grievous . 
ro many of Our loving Subjets, We conſented that no 
Clerk of the Market of Our Houſe ſhall hereafter execute - | 
his Office inany part of Our Kingdome, but onely within ' 
the ,verge of Our Court, and granted the execution of that 
Office to the Majors and Bayliffs of Towns Corporate, and | 
to the Lords of Libertics and Franchiſes, and to their De. | 
putiesz So, becauſe about the beginning of Our Reigne | 
ſeverall Writs had iſſued out of Our Court of Chancery 
| Mthe buſineſſe of Knighthood, and been tranſmitted with | 
their Returns into Our Court of Exchequer, where the pro- 
ccedings were not fit and warrantable, We were contented 
by the Ac for the prevention of vexatious proccedings 
rouching the Order of Knighthood, abſolutely to part 
with, and difcharge a right and duty, as unqueſtionably due | 
to Vs by the Law, as any fervice We can challenge; So, 
( which is the higheſt inſtance of truſt that ever King gave : 
his Subjects )upon Information that credit could So ob- 
tained for ſo much money as was requiſite for the relief of | 
Our Army, and People in the Northern parts, for prevent- 
ing the imminent danger-the Kingdome was in,and for ſup- 

ly of Oar preſent and urgent occafions, for fear the Par- 
iament might be diffolved before Juſtice ſhould be done 
upon Delinquents, publick grievances be redrefled, a firm ' 
Peace between the two Nations of Exgland and Scotland 
concluded, and before proviſion ſhould be made for the re- 
payment of ſuch moneys as ſhould be ſo raiſed ( though 
We knew what power We parted from and truſted Our 
Houſes with by ſo doing, and what might be the Conſe- 
quence of ſuch atruſt, if unfaithfully managed ) We ne- 
gleaed all ſach ſuſpicions, which all men now ſee deſerved 
not to be lighted , and We willingly and immediately 
paſſed 


paſſed that AQ for the Continuance of this Parliarpent, be- 

ing reſolved that itſhould not be Our faultif all theſe par- 

ticulars were not ſpeedily provided for, which ſeemed then 

4 ro/bethe grounds of their deſire. | 

! + Ferall the World now judge, what: greater obligations 
| of juſtice, favour, affeRion and truſt can a Prince lay upon 
| his Subjects then We did upon both Our Houſes of Parlia- 
ment by theſe Ads; and whether We did not in Our 
free Grace and Favour grant much more then had been 
asked of Vs by that Petition preſented to Vs by ſome 

Lords at York, in which was then thought to be contracted 

all' that. was grievous to Our people, and all that was juſt 
| andgracious for Vs to do for them. 

Andin all the time in which theſe Adts were framing 
and paſſing, though Our own perſonall wants were notori- 
ouſly known, and unkindly unprovided for, and themſelves 

' hadasked leave tolook into and ſettle Our Revenue, which: 
| Weconſented to, and therefore We might have expected: 
\ fome fruit of that pretended Care, We never preſſed them: 
| or madethe leaſt overture to them for Our own ſupply, 

onely deſtredithem ( and *twas almoſt the onely thing We 
| did defire of them ) that they would uſe all poſſible expe- 

: dition in the buſineſle of the Treaty, that the rwo Armies 
; might be ſpeedily disbanded , and Our Subjeds caſed 'of - 
; thatheavie burthen which in time would grow inſupporta- 
| ble, and waſte the whole Stock of the Kingdome , But- 

We found the Faction We feared in the beginning, grew- 
| ſtill tronger, and nothing converted or reconciled by all 
thoſe Aets of Ours, which would have made any Nation: 
happy ;. that whilſt We were buſte in providing for the- 
| Publick, they were contriving particnlar advantages of Of- 
fices and places for themſelves; made uſe underhand of the-: 
former grievances of the Subje&tin things concerning Re-- 
B.3 ligton: 
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ligion and Law, to change the Religion and Law of this 
| ome, labouring that neither any thing the Subjet 
had1uffercd from the Crown might be forgotten, nor any | 


ſatisfationfrom the Crown to the Subje@ might be re- 


membred : And therefore in ſtead of acknowledging Our | 


great Juſtice, and ſingular favour in paſſing thoſe Ads, they 
infuſed into Our people that We paſſed them unwillingly, 
(whereas We never made the leaſt pauſe upon any of them 
but one, that for the High Commiſhon Court, and whe- 
therthat was penned with that warineſſe and animadverſi- 


on, that there be not more determined by it, then the ma- | 
jor part of both Houſes intended at the paſſing of it, let | 
themſelves judge )and rhat We meant not to obſerve them; | 
and grew ſo much confounded with the full meaſure of ' 


Our favour, that they would allow themſelves no ſecu- 
ritie of enjoying what We had freely given, but by taking 


away any power from Us of giving more ; They muſt } 
have a through alteration both in Church and Stare, or clſe | 
they ſhould never enjoy the benefit of Reformation We | 
had willingly made. Hereupon they oppoſe the disband- 


ing of the Armies, and give all delayes to the Scors Treaty, 
though the Commiſſioners for that Nation very ary 


Fe. Strode. preſſed the haſtening of is, and in plain Engliſh declare, That | 


they cannot yet ſpare them, that the ſannes of Zerviah were too 
ſtrong for them, and finding morehaſte to be made in the al- 
ſerting the Civill Intereſts then they defired , having a de- 
fGgne to engage this Kingdome into (o vaſt a debt, that there 
might be. na way of paying it þut by the Lands of the 
Church , and leſt Our good Subjets might be too ſoon (a- 
tisfied, they haſten on to their deſigne upan the Church, 
which they at firſt diſguiſed with a purpole onely of remo- 
ving the Biſhqps from: their vates'in the Lords Houſe. 
- Fhis Bill paſſcd the Houſp of Commons, in the Heals 
® 


of Peers ir endured ſcverall long, free debates, and in the 


end upon great and folemne deliberation was by the con- 
ſent of very much the Major part of that Houſe, abſolute- 


| ly rejeRed. This was no ſooner done,but that FaRion (glad 


of the miſcarriage of their former Bill ) the paffhing where- 


| of they knew would have ſatisfied many of thofe, whom 
| they hoped now further to ſeduce, produced a Bill to-be 
| tendred in the Houſe of Commons for the abolition of 
| Biſhops out of the Church of England, root and branch 
| {according to their firſt Reſolution, as M. Pym told a 
| Member of the- Lords Houſe by way of reproof, That is 
| Was not enough to be againſt the Perſons of the Biſhops, if he 


were not azainſt the Funition)) and for extirpation of all 


| Deans and Chapters, and reducing that admirable frameof 
overnment, and ſupport of learning intoa Chaosof Con- 
| Piſion, that out of ir they might mould an Utopia, no fix 
| of them had, nor We believe yet hath agreed upon further 
| then to deſtroy the preſent, and out of the goodly Revenue 
| which the pious bountie and devotion of former Ages had 


been ſo long in raiſing for the encouragement and advance- 
ment of Learning and Religion, and which God hath bleſ- 


ſed with ſo many eminent men whole learning and lives: 
have advanced the Dodrine of the Proteſtant Religion, and 
{many of them given their bodies to the fire; as a ſacrifice: 
ito. chat Truth and Religion, to cre& Stipends to their own 
;Clergie, and to raiſe eſtates to repair thezr own broken for- 
tunes, 'And for the free pathng of this Bill ( which to this 


houtethey could never rell what to makeof ) two! Armies 


muſt be kept in the bowels of the Kingdome at foureſcore 
thouſand pounds a moneth charge tothe Common. wealth: 


for abour this Bill the Honfe of Commons was fo wholly 


t3ken up, that in ten weeks none or very little other baſt- 
neſſe could be thought of. ? 
About 


- ':About this timeor little before, after ſeverall intimati- 
ons of Treaſons, Plots, and Conſpiracies by the Papiſts, | 
of great proviſions of Arms by them, and training men un. | 
der ground, and many other falſe reports, created, ſpread, | 
and countenanced by themſelves, upon ſome generall ap- | 
prehenſions of defignes againſt them,a Proteſtation is made | 


in the Houfe of Commons for ſome union and conſent a- 
mongſt themſelves to perform thoſe duties, which ( if they 
had meant no more then they expreſſed ) had been ſuffici- 
ently provided for by the Oaths they had already taken, 


and which their former duties obliged them to. Hereup- | 


on a Proteftation is framed, and being put into ſuch words, 
as no honeſt mancould believe himſelf obliged by it to any 


unlawfull ARion,was voluntarily taken by all the Members 


of. the Houſe of Commons, and preſently recommended 


to the Houſe of Lords, where it received the ſame Coun- 


tenance, that is,was looked upon as containing nothing in it 
ſelfunlawfull, though ſome Members of that Houſe refuſed 
to take it, being voluntary and not impoſed by any lawfull 


Authoritie ; then *tis recommended to the Citie of Lon. : 


don, and over all the Kingdome, by Order from the Houſe 


of Commons( a ſtrange, and unheard of uſurpation ) to. be | 


taken by all Perſons: But within very few dayes upon con- 
ference amongſt themſelves, and with thoſe Clergie men 


who dayly ſolicite their unlawfull and unwarrantable de- | 


fignes with the people, they find they were by this Prote- 
Nation ſo farre from having drawn people into their Com- 


bination, that in truth all men conceived that they were 


even engaged by it againſt their main deſigne, by promiſing 
to defend the true reformed Proteſtant Religion, expreſſed 
-. in the Dodrine of the Church of England, &c. And there- 


upon ſome perſons of that Faction prevailed that after the | 


Members of the Houſes had taken it, a Declaration was ſer 


forth - 
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5.1 
forth by the Houſe of Commons, that by thoſe words, The 
Dodrine of the Church of England, was intended onely ſo 
farre as it was oppoſite to Popery and Popiſh Innovations, 


' .and that the words were not to be extended to the main- 


renance of the Diſcipline and Government , &c. And ſo 
under this explication and Declaration publiſhed onely b! 
the Houſe of Commans,and never afſented to by the Houſe 
of Pcers, this Proteſtation was direted to be generally ta- 
ken throughout England, and to that purpoſe a Bill is 
drawn, paſſed the Houſe of Commons, and ſent up to the 
Lords, who at the ſecond reading, finding many particu- 
lars in it unfitto be ſo ſeverely impoſed upon the Subjeas, 
abſolutely rejected. 
Upon this enſued a new and unheard of diſtemper inthe 
Houſe of Commons, as if it had been great preſumption 


* inthe Houſe of Peers to refuſe any Bill ſent from them,and 


thereupon a Vote paſſed in the Houle of Commons, That 
that Houſe did conceive that the Proteſtation made by them, is 


fit tobe taken by every perſon that is well affetied in Religion, 
| and to the good of the Commonwealth, and therefore doth De- 


clare that what perſon” ſever ſhall not take the Proteſtation s 


' wnfit to bear Office inthe Church or Commonwealth, and or. 


dered that the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſles ſhould 
ſend down to the ſeverall places for which they ſerve Co- 
pies of that Vote of the Houſe _— the Proteſtati- 


| on,andthat thoſe Votes ſhould be printed. 


Let all men judge, whether before that time from the 


| beginning of Parliaments the Houſe of Commons had 


ever preſumed to trench ſo farre upon Our priviledge, ts 
make a Declaration ſo like Law without Ls, or upon the 
priviledge of the Lords, to make and'publiſh ſuch a Decla- 


; ration after they had rejected the Bill, and ſome of them 


refuſed to take the Proteſtation ; or upon the Liberty of 
C the 


/ 
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the Subje, ſo farre to impoſe any ſuch thing upon them, 


without conſent of Parliament. Yet of this We took no ' 


notice, bur preſſed ſtill the disbanding of the Armies, and 
interpoſed and quickened them in nothing elſe ; which was 


again with all carneſtneſſe defired by the' Scots at New- 


caſtle, and prefled by their Commiſhoners at London. 


But a new fright was now found to ſtartle the People, 


and'to bring Vs into hatred or jealonſie with them : The 


pctierall rumours of Treafons and Conſpiracies began to | 


loſe-credit with all men, who began to confider whar they 


fele more then what others feared ; and therefore they had | 


now found outa Treaſon indeed, even ready to be put in 
execution upon the whole Kingdome, the repreſentative 
body thereof, a Plot to bring up the whole armie out of 
che Northern parts to London. A ſtrange Plot indeed, 


which confidering the conſtitution of that time, no man 


can believe Vs guiltie of, and though they made great uſe 
ofyr to the filling the minds of Our Pcople with fears and 

prehenfions, they ſeemed not then to charge Vs with any 
knowledge of, or privitie to it; what they have done fince, 
allthe world knows,notwithſtanding Our many Proteftati. 
ons in that point. And we cannot but ſay, that by thoſe 
Examinations of 'Colonell Goring, Sir Faceb Aſbley, and 
Sir Fotm Conjers , and 'M. Percies letter, which is all the 


Evidence We have ſeen, and by which they ſeem princi- | 


pally to be guided, We cannot ſatishe our own private 
Conſciehcezrhat there was evera Reſolution of bringing 


wpithe:Armie-ro London, and upon the ſtriteſt examina- : 


tion Wecanmake of that buſinefle, We can find it to be 
no other then this; 

Sbſervation being made of the great Tumnlts abour 
Wefſtminfter, which fecmed to threaren the ſafety of the 


Members of both Houſes.at leaſt of thoſe who were known 
- not 
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| notto agree with the deſignes of that Fation We have be. 


fore ſpoken of, and the manner of delivering Petitjons by 
multitudes of People atteſted (or pretended to be ſo)by the 
hands of many thouſands againſt the known Laws and eſta- 
bliſhed Governmenr of the Kingdome, which yet ſeemed 


+ toreceive ſome countenance, and to-carry ſome authoritie, 
| asinſtances of the affeQions of ſo many perſons ; it fell into 


the thoughts of ſome Officers of the Army of known and 
publick affeRions to their Countrey, that a Petition of a 


' modeſtandadutifull nature from the whole Arty for the 
' compoling and ſetrling all grievances in the Chutch and 


Stare by Law, might for the reaſon of it prevail with the 
whole Houſe, and coming from ſuch a Body might con» 
firm thoſe, who might be ſhaken with any fears of power 
or force by the Tumults : And with this Ptopofitioni We 
being madeacquainted, gave Our full approbation to it;ta- 
king'great cate that no circumſtances in che frarfiihg it, or 
delivering it, might be any blemiſh to the marter of it. 
This We call God to witnefle, as We have done before, 
was all We gave Our confent unto, or which We believe 
was ever iftended to be pur in practice (what' attempts 0- 
ther men made to ſeduce the affefions of the Arty from 
Us, is known ro many.) Tf in the managery of this debate 
any raſhdiſconrſes happened of bringing up the Artny, iris 


| evidenttwhether they were propoſed ineatrieftortio'; they 


were never efrertained and the whole nite" laid afidea- 
bove two moneths before anydiſcovery,ſo that that dar 


' wa$neverpfevented by the power and wifdome ofParlia- 


menr: And forthe Petition it ſelf which hath beer ſo oftth 
prefſediagaidſt Vs,a94 ſpeciall Argumetit of Qut Privirteto 
rhe bringingup the Artny, after We haveTofully ati&parti- 
culatly anſwered every particulat circutiftarice of that Pe- 
tition ſigned with CR: We have' herewith pobfifhed-a 
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true Copie of that Petition, that all Our good Subjets may 
ſee how juſtly We have been traduced, and judge when Pe- 
ritions of all natures were ſo frequently and fo willingly re- 
ceived, whether ſuch a Petition might not with modeſty & 
duty cnough have been preſented unto them: Andif intruth 


that deſire of bringing up the Army had been then believed, | 


when it was firſt pretended to be diſcovered, which was 
about the middle of May, they would ſurely have thought 
it neceſſary to have disbanded that Army ſooner then Au- * 
e#, which no preſſing of Ours, nor of Our Scors Subjets | 
could perſwade them todo, And We are ſure Our Inno- 
cence 1n this matter would ſoon have appeared, if thelarge | 
time to bring this buſineſſe to a Judiciall tryall had been 
made uſe of , if, contrary to all cuſtome, it had not been 
thought fit. to publiſh depoſitions before the parties con- 
cerned had been heard to make their defence, or witneſles 


croſle-examined , though they attended above twelve t 


moneths to do it; and if ſome men had not believed that. | 
their generall and violent expreſſions, affirming this to be 
a Plor.cquall to that of che Gunpowder treaſon, would 
ſooner be believed, if it were not publickly diſcuſſed , but 
left ro every mans fancie toheighten accarding to his own 
inclinations; and had not feared thatif the whole examina- 


tions taken ( and not ſuch onely as they pleaſed toſele&) | ti 


had come to light, it would have appeared by the examina- * 
tion of M. Goring, (purpoſely ſnuppreſt ) with what intenti- 
onthat mention of bringing up the Army was made, with 
what carneſtneſſe it was oppoſed, and with- what ſudden- 
neſſe it was deſerted; and many extenuations of, and many + 
other contradiQions to what is now publiſhed, would have ' 
 appeard, and this impoſſible ſtratageme, with which they *! 
have ſo much diſturbed Our Subjects , and reproched Vs, ! 
could never have been made ſo much uſe of. Fe 
cer 3 


bk. 
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After all this readineſſe in Vs todo whatſoevet they de- 
ſired of Vs, and patience in ſuffering them to do whatever” 
they pleaſed to Vs, We gave them warning that if there 


; wereany more good Bills, which they defired might paſle 


- forthe benefit of Qur Subjets, We wiſhed they might be 
' made ready againſtſuch a time, whEWe reſolved according 


{ toOQur promiſe to Our ScotsSubjects(with which they were 


| well acquainted )to repair into Our Kingdome of Scotland, 
| toſettle the unhappy differences there. Upon this We were 


| | earneſt] y defircd by both Our Houſes of Parliament to defer 


—— _— — 
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' Our journey thither, as well upon pretence of the danger, if 


' both Armies were not fir disbanded, as that they had ma- 


: 
l 
in 


ny good Laws in readineſle for the ſcttling the differences . 
here. We were by their intreaty perſwaded to deferre Our 
journey to a day agreed on by themſclves, aſſuring Our: 
Self that they would think themlclves obliged againſt that 
time not onely to disband Our Armies, but ſo to prepare 


and digeſt the buſineſſeof Parliament, that We might have 
; made a Scflion before Our going : But that Matignant. Fa+ 
Aion was ſo prevalent, that the debate of the Biſhops Bill - 


took up moſt of their time, ſo that neither any care was ta- 


' ken for the disbanding the Army, nor any thing done that 
| had any reference to the publick benefit , and when'the : 
| time of Our Stay was expired , and even the. day come - 
| themſelves had appointed, a new addrefſe was made to Vs. 


, 
4 


- 
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| for a longer ſtay of fourteen dayes, becauſe the Treaty 


fl 


| was not concluded, nor the Armies disbanded, which was - 


p 


the main ground of deferring it before, This ſute (which : 
was the firſt We denied them. ). We could not grant, there 
being that neceſſity with refcrence to Our promiſe, and to - 
the expeRation of Oar Subjects of Scorland, that it was not 
in Our power to ſatisfic them, as We informed both Hou- 


' ſes Our Self at aconference, and according to that necelsi- 
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tyWe undertook that journey, not doubting bnt that when 
We ſhould have diſpatched the affairs of that Kingdome, 


which We hoped ſpeedily to do, and both Our Houſes of | 
Parliament ſhould have refreſhed themſelves in the Viſita- -* 


tion of thoſe, for whom they had ſo well provided by Our 
favour, We thould meet again with mutuall confidence one 
in another, and that ir would be Ourturn then to receive 
ſuch teſtimonies of that confidence and affcRtion We had 
deſerved. 


But the miſchievous 2nd indefatigable Induftry-of that 


Malignant partie, which had before Our going interrupted | 
that correſpondence, which We deſerved from Our * 
People, had with no leſſe malice provided for Our recepti- 
onat O:1r return. In ſtead of reducing buſineſle ro that head, *' 


that the diſtractions of the Kingdome might be compoſed 
by the due obſervation and execution of the Laws, We 
found things farre more our of order then We left them, 
and/Qur good Subjects more puzzled to know their duries: 


Orders had been made in the Houſe of Commons & publi- | 


ſhtd in derogation of the book of Common Prayer, and 
for ſuſpenſion of thoſe Laws in force which concerned the 
government of the Church; and though another Order of 
the Lords was likewiſe pnblifhed according to Law, for 
the: due obſervation of rhe Laws eftabliſfied . and for 
ſuppreſſing thoſe diſorders, which were every day break- 
ing out by faion of mean loofe perfons, apainftrhe divine 
Service appointed by Law, the Houſe of Commons took 


upot thempublickly to declare a52inſt thar Order,becaufe | 


148 ofiely mate with the conſent of cleaveh Lords, and 
that nifie other: Lords did then diſfent frott1 it; wheteas' itn 


cruchy the ſaid Order was made inaftll Hotfe infinuary be- | 
foreind off-ly-ordered"then by that-difirence of mimber 


rsBeprintes, afrer the Howe of 'Comtnons had wrade (ina 


very 
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| (27) | 
very thin-Houſe,and after it had been rejeQed by Vate)thar 
illegallOrder, for ſuch Alteration in the Church; andif in 
' truth ir had been then made, and but by the ods of two voi- 
. | ces, being in purſuance of the Law, all men will think it of 
- | much morevaliditte then any Order of the Houſe of Com- 
»* * mons againſt the Law, which in truth hath no Authoritic 
* | to make any Orders in bufineſſe of that nature; and there- 
| | fore the publiſhing that Order and Declaration of the ninth 
of September , muſt be confeſſed by all men, to be ſuch a 
t | breach and violationof the Priviledge of the Peers Houſe 
{ | (beſides the affront offered to Vs, and injurie to Our good 
r | Subjects, and to the Law by it) that before this Parliament 
- } was never heard of, and was an apparent evidence that they 
|, © meantthe whole managery of the Kingdome, andthe Le- 
d 
c 
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giſlative power ſhould be uadertaken by*rhe- Houſe of 
Commons , without the confent eitherof Vs, or Qur No- 
bilitie; yet the execution of this Order was with great dili - 
gence and animoſitie prefied upon Our good Subjeds, and 
- | many troubled and impriſoned for not ſubmitting there- 
qd unto, 

E When they had made this breach upon the Eccleſiaſti- 
f | call State,they took care (under pretence of incouragement- 
x ; of Preaching) to ere LeAures in feverall Pariſhes, and co 
r | commend ſuch Lecurers as beſt ſuited wirh their defignes, 
-. | menofno Learning, no Conſcience, bur furious promoters: 


« | of the moſt dangerous Innovations which were ever indu- 
k © ced intoany State, many of them having taken no Ordexrs, 
fe . yet recommended by Members of either Houſe ro Pari- 
d | ſhes, asto Lewſham in Xent , and many other places ; 'and 
1m when Mechanick perſons have 'been brought before 
6. | them for preaching in Churches, and confeſſed the ſame, 
er | the power of theſe Grand Reformers hath beenſogreat, 
x | that they have been diſmiifled without ppniſhmnenr; hardly 
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with reprehenſion. All perſons of learning, and eminency 
in Preaching, of ſober and virtuous Converſations, and * 
great Examples in their lives, even ſuch as amongſt theſe ' 
men had been of greateſt eſtimation and ſuffered ſomewhat 
for them, were diſcountenanced, and ſuch men principally | 
cheriſhed who boldly and ſediriouſly preached againſt the | 
Government of the Church, againſt the Book of Com. | 
mon Prayer, againſt Our Kingly Lawfull Power, and a- 
gainſt Our Perſon, many of which were commended to (if 
not impoſed upon) Pariſhes, firſt by ſpeciall letters, and 
earneſt ſolicitations from the prime Leaders of this turbu. 
lent FaRion, after by Orders, requiring ſuch Miniſters as 
would not accept their recommendation to attend and 
ſhew cauſe; All licence was given to thoſe lewd, ſeditious 
Pamphlets, which deſpiſed the Government both of 
Church and State, which laid any imputations or ſcorns 
upon Our Perſon or Office, and which filled the ears of all 
Our good Subjeds with lies, and monſtrous diſcourſes, to 
make them believe all the ill of the Government, and Go- 
vernours of Church and State ; Books againſt the Book of 
Common Prayer, and the eſtabliſhed Laws of the Land 
ſuffered without reprehenſion to be dedicared to both Hou- 
ſes of Parliament , whatſoever the rancour and venome of 
any infamous perſon could digeſt, publiſhed without con- | 
troul, and nothing diſcountenanced and reproched bur a : 
dutifull regard of Vs, and Our Honour, and a ſobereſtecm 
and applicationto the Laws of the Kingdome, 

This was the condition we found at our return from 
Scotland, beſides a ſtrange groundleſſe apprehenſion of 
danger infuſed generally into the minds of Ourgood Sub- 
jects, as if ſome notable defigne were in hand againſt the ' 
Parliament, againſt the City of London, againſt the whole 
Kingdome of England. Then fell out an accident, whileſt | 


we. 


we were in Scotland,concerning the Marqueſles of Hamilton 
and Argyle: Theſetwo Lords, upon ſome information gi- 
vento Ws that there Perſons were in danger, upon a ſud- 
den withdrew themſelves from the Parliament in Scotland, 
and for ſome few dayes removed out of Edenbrough.What- 
ever they had been informed, and whatever they ſuſpe- 
ed, and the grounds of both were very fully examined by 
the Parliament there, their Perſons being of that quality 
and eſtimation in that Kingdome that they were ſure of Ju- 
ſtice : upon the whole,themſelves and the Parliament were 
ſatisfied that the Information firſt given. to them could not 
be made good to the proof of any deſigne to the danger of 
thoſe Lords,and the examinations of the whole matter ſent 
by Our dire&tion ro Our Parliament here. How (ifall had 
been true that was imagined) this bufineſſe could ſo highly 
and nearly concern the Peace of this Kingdome, and the 
preſent ſafety of both Our Houſes of Parliament, We can- 
not imagine;yet upon the firſt report of it here,(which was 
the day before the firſt meeting after the receſſe) without 
ſtaying to heare the opinionof Our Parliament there, who 
uſed all ailigence in the examination, or of Our Parliament 
here, ſuch ſtrange glofles and interpretations were made 
upon that accident (not without refleRion upon Vs, and 
Our Honour) as if at the ſame time there had been ſuch a 
defigne to have been executed here, as they had fancied to 
themſelves that-ro be, and a ſudden reſolution was taken, 
firſt by the Committee during the receſſe, after by the 
Houſcs to have aGuard for the defence of London, Weſtmis- 
ter, and both Qur Houfes of Parliament, which muſt needs 
make a great impreſſion in the minds of Our good Subjects, 
in a time when they were newly freed from the fears of 
two Armies, to be awaked with the apprehenſion of dan- 
gers, of which ſeeing no a were to cxped no 


end, Matters 


by that FaQion, and their Emiſſaries of the Clergy (who 
at the ſame time ſuch clamour was raiſed of the unlawful- 
nefſe that the Clergy ſhould meddle in temporall Afﬀairs, 
were their chief Agents to derive their ſeditious direRions 
to the People, and were all the week attending the doores 
of both Houſes to be imployed in their errands) to infuſe 
the moſt deſperate fears into the minds of all men that could 
be imagined, to be ſure that the memory of former bitter- 
nefſe might not depart, they provide for Our entertainment 
againſt we ſhould come to Londoy, to preſent Vs with a Re- 
mon#irance (as they called it) of the State of the Kingdome 
laying before Vs, and publiſhing to all the world, all the 
miſtakes,and all the misfortunes which had happened from 
Our firſt coming to the Crown, and before to that houre, 
forgetting the bleſſed condition (notwithſtanding the un- 
happy mixture) all Our Subjects had enjoycd in the benefic 
of Peace and Plenty under Vs, to the envy of Chriſten- 
dome ; objecting to Vs the ARons of ſome, and the 
thoughts of others, and reproching Vs with matters which 
indeed never centred into Our thoughts, nor to Our know- 
ledge into the thoughts of any other ; reviling Vs to the 
People, and complaining to Vs of the Houſe of Peers, 
(whoſe authority, intereſt and priviledge,was then as much 
flighted and deſpiſed, as Ours is ſince) and eaſily paſſing 
over thoſe fingular Ats of Our Grace paſled by Vs this 
Parliament, er aſcribing them to their ewn wiſdome in the 
procurement,they concluded againſt a Malignant party,and 
that they had no hope of ſctrling thediſtractions of the 
Kingdome, for want of concurrence with the Houſe of 
Peers ; and that concurrence was deſperate by reaſon of the 
prevalency of the Biſhops, and of the Recuſant Lords, into 
which number all thoſe Lords were caſt who peetes to 

ILENT 


| Matters being thus ſtated,and all poſſible skill being uſed 


diſſent from any propoſitions made by the Houſe of Com. 
mons. When this engine was prepared for the people by 
the prime Leaders of thatdeſperate Fation, it was preſented 
to the Houſe of Commons, and the greateſt induſtry and 
Skill uſed that is imaginable, by private ſolicitations, 
threats, and promiſes to procure conſent that it might be 
paſſed by that Houſe, and after a long debate (longer then 
ever was known in Parliament, till three of the clock in the 
morning from ten the oy before,when very many through 
wearineſſe and weaknefſe were forced to leave the Houle, 
ſo that it looked ( as was well ſaid) like the verdi& of a 
ſtarved Jury ) they carried it by eleaven voices, and ſhort- 
ly, within very few dayes after Our return ( when We had 
| beenreceived with all poſſible expreſſions of joy by Our 
| citie of London, which was publickly murmured againſt, 
| andthe chief advancers of that dutie and affeion'difcoun- 
; tenanced, ( as if they envied Us the Loyaltic of Our peo- 
; ple) and when it was publickly ſaid in the Houſe of Com- 
mons upon ſome diſpute of a pretended breach of the Or- 
| ders of the Houſe, That their diſcipline ought to be ſevere, for 
| the enemy was in view, that Remonſtrance was preſented to 
| Us at Our Court at Hampton Court by ſome Members of 
the Houſe of Commons, with a Petition (contraQting the 
| ſharp language in the Remonſtrance into lefſe room) a- 
| mongſt other things, That we would concurre with Our 
! people for depriving the Biſhops of their Vores in the Par. 
 liament ( for which there was thenno Bill paſſed both Hou- 
' ſes) and to imploy ſuch perſons about Us as Our Parlia- 
\ment' might confide in. We received'this ſtrange Petition 
. and ſtranger Remonſtrance graciouſly from the-hands of 
.the Preſenters, promiſed them an Anſwer, and inthe mean 
'time defired that the Remonſtrance might nor be publiſhed 
'to the people, the thing it (elf _ priating any thing 
2 of 


4 of the like nature being never heard of by the direRion of | 


the Houſe of Commons till this Parliament, it being the * 
firſt appeal ro the people, and of a dangerous conſequence 
to Parliaments themſelves: But( as in other things neither 
Our deſires or Commands have been conſidered ) without 
giving Us leiſure to anſwer cirher the one or the other, 
ſpeciall diretion is, given for the printing that Remon- 
ſtrance; and <quall care taken for the publiſhing it in all pla- 
ces and parts of the Kingdome. 

Having taken this care for the ſhaking and perplexing 
the minds of all men, the next work was to get ſuch a 
power into their hands as might govern and diſpoſe of 
thoſe affections. To this purpole they had from the begin= 
ning of the Parliament{ by reaſon of ſome Complaints a- 
eainſt the immoderate exerciſe of the Authoritic of the 
Licutenants and their Depuries, in raifing Coat and Con- 
duc money and ſome exceſles in them ) ſeverall debates in 
the diminution of the Office it ſelf, but ſtill grounded upon 
the illegall prefſures uſed by them, 8 upon ſome words in- 
the Commiſſion it ſelf, which (though of long uſage in ve- 
ry happy dayes ) were conceived not agreeable tothe Law; 
but they were ſo farre from ſuppoſing the Office it ſelf or 
'the Commiſſion to be illegall, that both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment had recommended two Lords to Uls, and defired Our 
. Commiſſion to make them Lords Lieutenants of Yorkſhire 
and Dorſetſhire, the onely end ſeeming then to be that. * 


good and approved men ſhould bein theſe imployments | 


and truſts: Burt at laſt they reſolved againſt the Of- - 
fice it ſelf, and would think of ſome other way to pro-. 
vide for the ſafetic of the Kingdome in that point. And in 
this they had a double end: Firſt to fright all perſons (Mem- 
bers of both Houſes who had been Lieutenants, and De- 


- puty Lieutenants ) to.comply-with them in their Votes, | 
| leſt 


+ 


{eſt they ſhould be called in queſtion for the execution of 
thoſe Offices { a ſtratagem they hadFfound to engage many 
perſons to their opinions, as Sheriffs for the colleRing 
Shipmoney, and all other perſons, who in truth were or 
might be made obnoxious to their power) then, that by 

ſettling that whole buſineſſe of the Militia throughout 
rhe Kingdom, they might the more eafily bring in their 
own power of governing it as they have fince endeavoured 
to do; and thereupon they preſumed to bring in ſuch 
a Bill into the Houſe of Commons: to place a Generall at 
Land, and an Admirall at Sea by A& of Parliament, with 
ſuch Power and Authoritie over the lives and fortunes of 
all Our Subjetts as ſhould be lyable to no controul , nor 
to be queſtioned by any ſuperintendent hand, with a pre- 
pardon for whatſoever they ſhould do under colour of thoſe 
Offices; either of which Officers ſhould have been a much 
greater man then Our Selt, and commanded in Our King- 
dome above Us. The matter of which Bill, to ſhew their 
deſigne, is fince digeſted into their new Generalls Com- 
miſhon, and the pretended Ordinance to the Earl of War- 
wick, And all this was then pretended to be a matter of 
abſolute neceſſity for the preſervation of Us and Our King- 
dome; bur at that time it could procure no other credit 
then to be ſuffered to reſt in the Houſe, as an evidence of' 
the libertic might be uſed in the preferring of Bills. They: 


' hadby this time taken all thelicence at their private Caballs: 
| to undervalue and vilifie Our Perſon and Our Power, and 


in; publick to give way and Countenance to any ſcandals 
upon Us : Letters from the Major of Plimonth that the Re- 
bels in 7relayd call themſelves the Queens Armie, and pre- 
tend the Kings Authoritie for what they do; and ſtore of 
ſuch diſcourſes upon ſuch evidence is every week printed in- 
the Journalls of the Houſe, which without doubt muſt - 

D 3 of . 


of great Authority with Our people, who muſt conceive 


ſuch Informations to @ fart onely tully and clearly proved, * 
publiſhed upon very weighty rea- 


butto be accepted an 
ſons, above the Conſideration of Our Honour and Safety. 


And now they were to examine what notable Credit 


their Remanſtrance, and their other generall Infufions | 


got with the people, and how ready they would be upon - | 
occaſions to venture themſelves at their diretion:They had : 


made themſclves ſo terrible in the Houſe of Commons, 
that by their threats, and their promiſes of places and pre- 
ferments to ſeverall men, and by the abſence of many, they 
had gotten the major part, but in the Houſe of Lords their 
power was not the ſame; that muſt be. wrought another 
way; yet there they had uſed all means to prevail upon the 
hopes and fears of ſuch who they thought might that way 
be dealt with, witneſſe among many other things of the 


ſame nature, that inſolent ſpeech of M. Pimto the Earl of - 


Dover, That if he looked for any preferment, he muſt comply 
with them in their wayes, andnot hope to have it by ſerving Vs. 
Shortly after their coming together upon the receſſe, a 
new Bill was preferred in the Houſe of Commons, for the 
raking away the votes of Biſhops out of the Houſe of 
Peers, which being once rejected before, ought not by the 
courſe and Order of Parliament to have been admitted 
again the ſame Seſſion : but that was eaſily overruled, and 
in the Houſe of Commons it did paſſe; many good men the 
more willingly concurring therein, upon hope that that 
Bill being once conſented to, the fury of that FaRion which 
with ſo great violence purfued an abſolute deſtruion of 
the. Ecclefiaſticall Goverament, would be abatcd, or that 
the rage being diſcerned they would loſe that ſtrength 
which ſupported them. But the Lords quickly found that 
the Ringlcaders of that Fation had not ingenuity cnough 
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29) 
to be compounded with, and therefore with them it was 


| notlike to find ſocafic a paſſage. Now their reſort was-to 


the people, whom upon ſeveral} occafions they had trained 
down to Weſtminſter in great multitudes with ſwords and 


- clubs, and had often ſent for them when any debate was 
| like to be carried againſt them incither Houſe, the particu» 
'? lars whereof Weare ready to prove. 


Every man will conceive, We were in a great ftrait to 


find Our Self ſo much diſappointed of that return, the con- 


ſciouſneſſe of Our own. merir, and the many yromunm pro- 
feſſions made by both Houſes, bid Vs roexpeR: We ſaw 


| the Laws abſolutely trampled under feer,and a defigne laid 


to ruine the Government of the Kingdome, and to deſtroy 
Vs and Our Poſterity : We ſaw this defigne carried by a 


| few men, whoſe hatred and malice ro Our Perſon We 
| found implacable, avd their contempt of Vs and Our Au- 
| thority ſo viſible and notorious, that they forbore not to 
| expreſle it in their mention of Vs in all Companies: We 


ſaw their Power and Intereſt to be fo great, that they were 


| able to miſlead very many honeſt men, and tocountenance 
' their Actions under the name of both Houſes of Parlia- 


ment: We were reſolved that nothing they ſhould do 


; within thoſe walls ſhould provoke Us, till time and the ex- 
| perience good men ſhould have of them ſhould: diſcover 
their purpoſes ; therefore We applyed Our Self onely ro 
| the Law, hoping that the infolence and. licentiouſneſſe of 
| the people might by Our help be curbed by that Rule. 
The Tumults grew ſo notorious and ſodangerous,that they 
threatned and affaulted the Members of both- Houſes, 
whereupon the Houſe of Peers ( which it ſeems the Lords 
; preſent at the paſſing of one of their late Declarations , 
; wherein they denic there having been any Tumults; had 
forgot )at a conference with the Houſe of Commons'twice 


very 


very carneftly defired that they would for the dignitie. of 
Parliaments joyn with themin a Declaration for the ſup- 
prefling ſuch Tumules ; but the prevalency of that Faction | 
was ſo great,that though complaint was made by Members 
in the Houſe of Commons,that they had been aſſaulted and 
evil intreated by thoſe People even at the doore of their * 
Houſe, in ſtead of joyning with the Lords for the ſuppreſ- * 
ſing or puniſhing them , ſeverall ſpeeches were made in ju- 
ſtification of them, & commending their AﬀeRions, ſaying, 
They muſt not diſcourage their friends, this being a time they + 
muſt make uſe of all their friends: and M. Pim ſaying , God | 
fortid, that the Houſe of Commons ſhould proceed in any way to © 
diſhearten people to obtain their juit deſires in ſuch a way : \ 
which he had good reaſon to ſay, himſclf and thoſe other 1, 
erſons whom we afterwards accuſed of High Treaſon,  ; 
aving by great ſolicitation and encouragement cauſed J | 
thoſe multitudes to come down in that manner. The J, 
Lords having in vain tried this way , appoint ( upon {+ 
the advice of the Judges ) that a Writ be direRted to the it 
Sheriff and Juſtices upon divers Statutes ( which iſſued ] | 
accordingly) to ſuppreſſe and hinder all tumultuous reſort; } , 
in obedience to which the Juſtices and other Miniſters ap» 4 ,, 
point the Conſtables to atrend about Weſtminſter to hinder þ 
thar unlawfull conflux of people. This was no ſooner done, f4; 
but the Conſtables 2nd Juſtices of the Peace were ſent for j,, 
by the Houſe of Commons, the ſetting ſuch a watch voted 
to be a Breach of Priviledge, and before any conference 
with the Lords, by whoſe direQion that Legall Writ iſſued $. 
out, the watch diſcharged, and one of the Juſtices, for do- ig, 
ing his duty according to.that Writ, ſent to the Tower, ; 
About the ſame time there was a tumultuous Aſſembly] 
of Browniſts, Anabaptiſts, and other Sectaries called toge- 
ther by the ſound of a Bell into a place in Southwark, whereh;; 
the! 


(37) Ade 
! the Arms and Magazine for that Borough were kept, the 
| Conſtable knowing ſuch meetings to be unlawfull, and the 
| conſequences of them (eſpecially in ſuch places ) to be ve- 
| ry dangerous,came amongſt them; he was no ſooner come, 
: but he was reproched with words, beaten, and dragged ina 
r } very barbarous manner, inſomuch as he had hardly eſcaped 
- * from them with his life : complaint was made by him to 
I- | thenext Juſtices, and oath made of the truth of that com- 
3>  plaint, whereupon a Writ was ſent to the Sheriff to impa- 
' © nella Jury according tothe Law for the examination, and- 
'd | finding of this Riot. This was complained: of too; and 
'0 * the meeting (in how tumultuous and diſorderly a manner 
*  ſoever)prerended to be onely for the drawing of a Petition 
-r 1 againſt Biſhops, and that the Conſtable was a friend to Bi- 
1, 7 ſhops, and came to croſle them, and to hinder men from 
d ſubſcribing that Petition. Hereupon an Order was made in 
IC f the Houſe of Commons, and the Under-Sheriff of 'Surrey 
N 1 by it enjoyned, that he ſhould not ſuffer any proceedings to 
IC { be made upon any inquiſition that might concern any per- 
4d | ſons who met together to ſubſcribe a Petition to be prefer- 
tz red to that Houſe. What authority the Houſe of Com- 
P- ! mons had or have to {end any ſuch InjunRions, We cannot 
t Iconceive;yet by thisany diſorderly perſons (let their inten- 
©, Jtions and demeanours be never ſo ſeditious ) are above the 
Nr Freach of the Law and Juſtice, if they pleaſe ro ſay they 
<d I meer to prepare any Petition to the Houſe of Com- 
ce Emons, And *tis no wonder, if after all this care taken ro 
ed Fremove all thoſe obſtacles the Law had put in the way to 
0-Auch Tumults, all people took upon them to viſit Our Par- 
iament in ſuch manner as they thought fit, and th&reupon 
ly Wren multitudes of mutinous people every day reſorted to" 


©-Weftminſter , threatned to pull down the lodgings where 


TcHivers of the Biſhops lay, affaulted ſome in their Coaches, 
hk E chaſed 


- publick faith) ro Our Court for Our defence againſt thoſe 
. Tumults, was objc&ed againſt Vs, and divers counterfeit 


"=. (33) 

chaſed others with boats by water, laid violent hands on | 
the Archbiſhop of Tork in his paſſing to the Houſe, and had * 
he not been re{cued by force, it is probable they had mur- | 
dered him , crying through the ſtteets, Weſiminſter-Hall, 


- andbetween the two Houſes, No Biſhops, no Biſhops, no Po- | 


| 
piſh Lords; and miſuſed the ſeverall Members of cither !: 
Houſe, who, they were informed, favoured not their deſpe- *: 
rate and feditious ends, proclaiming the names of ſeverall * 
of the Peers, as evil and rotten. hearted Lords; attempting the | 
defacing the Abbey at Weſtminſler with great violence, 
&in their return from thence madea ſtand before Our Gate 
at Whitehall, ſaid, they would have no more. Porters Lodge, but V 
would ſpeak with the King when they pleaſed, and uſed ſuch &! 
deſperate rebellious diſcourſe, that We had great reaſon to Þ 
believe Our own Perſon, Our Royall Conſort,8& Our Chil: : 
dren to be in evident danger of violence; and therefore 
were compelled at Our great Charge to entertain a Guard 
for ſecuring Vs from that danger : and yer all this danger 
is ſo {lighted, that We are toldan the laſt Declaration, afrer't 
We have ſo often urged it, That it © 4 ſuggeſtion 4s falſe as Wc 
the Father of lies can invent. 

\ Theſe licentious and unpuniſhed Tumults gave occaſion 
ro the Biſhops (who coald/not repairto the Houſe withoucÞ: 
danger of their lives) to make that their Proteſtation, fot 
the which they were forthwith accuſzd-of High Treafon 
by-the Houſe of Commons, and commuted to the Tower 
by the Houſe of Peers, where they continued for the ſpace®Þ 
of -foure Moneths'at the leaſt. [That ſmall Guard we ha 
taken for Our neceflary ſafety, and the reſort of ſome Offi-! 
cers ( who attended both Our Houſes of Parliament for 
money: due to them by- A& of Parliament and upon the 


Letters? 


| 033) - 4 
1 Letters were written, and ſenſcleffefears infuſed into'the 
| | Citizens of Zoxdoy, that We had a Defigne of Attuall vio- 
. . lence upon that Citie, and thereupon they were drawn in- 
to Arms, and put upon their Guard againft Vs, fo that 
- | there was not onely no proviſion made for the ſuppref- 
r {fing of Tumulrs, but that proviſton the Law had tnade 
- againſt them diſcountenanced and taken away , and We 
1 Our Self cenſured for taking ſo much ſtrength about Vs, 
e as might for ſome time oppoſe ſuch force as was like to 
- be offered to Our own Gates, What ſhould We do? 
re We very well knew the Contrivers of all theſe miſchiefs, 
ut (who had by their exceeding Induſtry and Malice wrought 
-h this diſtrattion throughout the Kingdome, ſuch a defeRion 
to df Allegiance-in the Common people, ſuch a damp of 
Trade in the Citie, and ſo horrid a Confuſion in the 
hurch, and all this to ſatisfie their own private ends, and 


"re | 
rd Ambition; for themſelves know what overtures have been 
er made by. them, and with what importunitie, for Offices 


nd Preferments , what great ſervices ſhould have been 
one for Vs, and what other undertakings were ( even to 
ave ſaved the life of the Earl of Strafford) if We would 
:onfonferre ſuch Offices upon them: We were ſure We could 
oucÞake ſuch particular proofs againſt them of a ſolemn Com- 

-Saation centred into by them for altering the Government 
che Church and State , of their deſigning Offices to 
emſelves and other men ; of their ſoliciting and drawing 
wn the Tumnlts ro Weſtminſter, and of their bidding the 
ople” in the height of their rage and fury to go to White- 
þ/. of their ſcornfull and odious mention of Our Perſon, 
. foxd their Deſigne of getting Our Sonne the Prince into 
their hands ; of their treating with forein Power to afliſt 
hoſesKm, if they ſhould fail in their enterprizes : Yet We ſaw 
rfeir© that their Intereſt and Reputation was ſo great with 
-- Bt E 2 many 


(34) | 
many of both Houſes of Parliament , their Power fo abſo- J « 
lute with a multitude of Browniſts, Anabaptiſts, and other 5 1 
Scaries about London, who were ready to appear in a bo- jt 
dic at their Command, that it would be a hard matter toy 
proceed againſt them. ;t 

In'this ſtrait We reſolved to do Our part in both gb 
to give Our People a clear ſatisfaftion of Our upright imm-#1 
tentions to the publick , whereby they ſhould find their?t! 

happineſſe did not atall depend on ſuch Inſtruments, 8& to? 
- procecd againſt the Perſons of the other in a Legall wayn: 
that all the world might ſee what Ambition, Malice, andJA 
Sedition had been hid under the vizard of Conſcience andj.M 
Religion. Hereypon We prepared an Anſwer to the ReyC 
monſtrance the Hobſe of Commons had before publiſhed 
to the People of the State of the Kingdome, wherein wit 
out taking notice of the uncomely Language in, and the 
Circumſtances of that Remonſtrance, We declared with ag0i 
gracious and full expreſſions as We could make, Our earth Dt 
neſt Reſolutions for the maintenance of the true Proteſtangdo 
Religion, the Libertie and Propertie of the Subje&, ani La 
the Law of the Land, and made no leſſe gracious offers tgthe 
conſent to any AR that ſhould be offered for the caſe of tend 4e/ 
der Conſciences in matters indifferent, and very. carneſtlyPr 
defired that the ſame might be provided, and whateygtio: 
elſe ſhould be thoughtneceſlary for the Peace and Securigc0,, 
tie of Our People, and then that We might hkewiſe maniy”*# 
feſt the Ations of that Malignant Partie , which had dony%/ 
ſo much miſchief, and intended ſo much more, We ref 
ved to accuſe the Lord Kimbolion ,, M. Hollis, M, Pi 
M. Hampden ,.and M. Strode (who had ſo maliciouſly cor *W: 
trived the ruine of Our Self and the eſtabliſhed Govertibe c 
ment of this Church and Kingdome) and Sir Arthur Haſ{g2ot 
Yege (who had been madetheir Inſtrument to obey & ex$8<Ne 


o 


_% R F | 
- | cute their bold and wild Defignes) of high Treaſon, as We 
r | had great reaſon to-do, hoping that the duty due to Vs, and 
,. } the obligations We had put upon Our People this Parlia- 
o4 ment,. would never ſuffer the Intereſt and Reputation of 
theſe men to be laid in the Scale and to overweigh Our 
qRegall Authoritie, and the Law of the Land, but that We 
1-4ſhould have found a way open to a fair and legall Tryall of 
ir} them; which wasall We de fired, % 
ro) How Our proceedings was in that buſineſſe and Our ma- 
y,,nagery of ir, We have truly and at large fer forth in Our 
1 Anſwer to the Declaration of both Houſes of the- 19. of 
id] May ; That what We did firſt in acquainting the Houſe of 
eCommons with Our Accufation by Our Serjeant at Arms, 
was incorreſpondence and out of regard to that Houſe, that 
e might rather have them delivered to the hands of Ju- 
ice by them, then apprehend them by an ordinary Mi- 
zniſter of Juſtice, which We were and are aſſured, what ever 
{DoRrine is preached to the contrary, We might well have: 
4done inthe Cale of Treaſon, otherwiſe that Maxime in the 
Law, acknowledged in a Petition of both: Houſes to Vs in 
the beginning of OurReigne in the caſe of the Earl of Arux- 
-n4 dell, That in caſe of Treaſon, Felony, and breach of Peace, 
1gPriviledge of Parliament doth not extend, is of no ſignifica-- 
tion. The words are, They find it an undonbted Right and 
conſtant Priviledge of Parliament, that no Member of Parlia- 
ment (ſitting the Parliament or within the uſuall times of Pri- 
viledge.of Parliament) is to be tmpriſoned or reſtrained, without 
Sentence or Order of the Houſe, wnleſſe it be for Treaſon, Felony, 
r for refuſing to give Sureties for the Peace, In thoſe caſes 
*ewas then thought a Member of either Houſe was not to 
be diſtinguiſhed from another Subject. And why We might 
{not as well have expected that upon Our Articles (not fo: 
x@cnerall as.a mere verball Accuſation) of high Treaſon, 
E:'3 either. 
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ether Houſe would have committed their ſeverall Mem- 
bers, asthey had done ſo many this Parliament, andabout 


every man there who knew what Treaſon was knew that 
fatto be none) merely becauſe they were accuſed , and as 
the'Houſe of Peers had formerly done a Member of that 
Houſe {the Earl of Briſtol) accuſed in the ſame manner, 
moſt of the good Lords being then Judges, We neither 
could then, norcan yet underſtand : That Our coming to 
the Houſe was to prevent that ſhedding of blood which in 
all probability was like to follow that Order made the 
night before for refifting all ſuch Officers who endeavour. 
cd {upon how legall warrant ſoever) toarreſt any Members 
of cither Houſe (an Order much more unjuſtifiable by any 
rule of Law and Juſtice, by which Orders or Acts are to be 
exatnined, then any thing We have done, or any body by 
Our Authority) That Our purpoſe was no other but to ac. 
quaint that Houſe with the matter of Our Accuſation, to 
deſire their Perſoris might be {ccured ,' and: without any; 
thought of the leaſt violation of their Priviledges. ' This 1s 
that which We did. Examine now their part, and their 
Progreſle fince, and then judge whoſe Priviledges have 
been inyaded, and with how good a mind to the Common- 
wealththey have proceeded. 

We were no ſooner gone, but the Houſe adjourned it 
ſelf with ſome unuſuall expreſſions of offence,and We were 
ſpeedily informed that ſome Reports and Scandalls were 
raiſed againſt Vs in Nur City of Loxavn, that We had offe- 
red violenceto Our Houſe of Commons,came thither with 
force to murder ſeverall Members, and nfed threatning 


uponthe City. Whereupoa We relolved'the next day to 
g0 


that time twelve together (upon a confeſſed ground, which 


ſpeeches there againſt Our Parliamenr, and that this was þ 
bur a Preface ran attempt We meant to make againſt and” 
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go totheGuildhall,8 to ſhew the great confidence We had 
1n the/ AﬀeRions of Our ſaid City (which We expected 
ſhould have begot a proportionable confidence from them 
in Vs) We went attended with very few of Our own Ser- 
vants, and then in the preſence of the Lord Major, the Al- 
dermen, and a very great Aſſembly of the chief Citizets 
and others, We made them a full Narration of what We 
had done the day before, and aflured them that We intend- 
ed no proceedings, but ſuch as were moſt agreeable to the 
Law of the Land, and the priviledge of Parliament. This 
Demeanour of Ours We thought would have given ſatiſ- 
faction to all Our loving Subjects, that if in truth We had 
erred inthe form of Our proceedings, yet Our intentions 
were full of Juſtice and regard to the generall Law of the 
Land, from which We ſhall never willingly ſwerve. But 
in ſtead of any application to inform OurJudgement, where. 
inWe had erred, and how We were to proceed, both Our 
Houſes of Parliament- under the Title of Committees ad- 
journed themſelves to the Guild-hall, and afterwards to 
Grocers-hall ; the Perſons accuſed remove themſelves in- 
tothe City, asto a Sanctuary, and there manage and con- 
trive buſincſles to their own ends: They cauſe Diſcourſes 
tobe publiſhed, and infuſtons to be made of incredible dan- 
ger to the City and Kingdome by that Our coming tothe 
Houſe : an Alaram was given to the City in the dead 
time of rhe night, that We were coming with Horſe and 
Foot thirher, and thereupon the whole City put in Arms: 

\nd hoever the envy ſeemed to be caft npon the Defignes 
fthe Papiſts, mention was onely made of Attions of Our 
; own. Their ſeditious Preachers and Agents are by them 
| od their ſpeciall and parricular direions ſent into the ſe- 
| ſrerall Counties to infuſe rhoſe fears and jealoufies into 
he minds'of Our good SubjeRs, with Petitions ready 
| drawn 
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drawt\by them for the People to figne, which were yet 
many times by them changed three or fourc times before 
; the delivery upon accidents and occurrences of either or 
both Houſes. And when many of Our poore deccived Peo- 
ple of Our ſeverall Counties have come to Our City of 
Lon1on with a Petition ſo framed, altered, and figned as a- 
foreſaid, that Petition hath bcen ſuppreſſed, and a new one 
ready drawn hath been put into their hands, after their co- 
ming to Town, (inſomuch as few of the company have 
known what they petitioned for)8 hath beenby them pre- 
ſented to one or both Our Houſes of Parliament, as that of 
Bedfordſhire and Buckinghamſhire, witneſſe thoſe Petitions; 
and amongſt the reſt that of Hartfordſhire, which took no- 
tice of matters agreed on, or diſſented from the night be- 
fore the delivery, which was hardly time enough to get ſo 
many thouſand hands, and totravel to London in that Er- 
rand, The accuſed Members, to ſhew how much they were 
above Vs. and the reach of the Law,march with a Guard 
of Armed men to the place where the Committee ſar, ſit 
with them, and govern thoſe Counſcls. Firſt they procure 
a Declaration to be ſet forth and printed from the Com- 
mittee (without being reported to the Houſe, contrary to 
all Cuſtome and Priviledge of Parliament, 'and againſt the 
Law it ſelf) with very ſtrange exprefſions of Our Carriage, 
and upon the matter requiring all People to afſift them, 
This they canſe to be ſent into the City ro the Common 
Councell, which by the undue practices of Captain Yenze, 
and M-, Fu{kes, fince made Alderman for his good ſervice, 
(their principall Agents) they had cauſed to bealtercd by 
putting out thegraveſt and moſt ſubſtantiall Citizens, ang 
taking in Perſons of deſperate fortunes 'and opinions, who 
they knew would concurre with them intheir more deſpe- 
rate Actions : (the ſame Deſigne and the ſame way purſued 
| to 
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to make the City of London at their diſpoſall, as had been 
rattiſed in the Houſe of Commons to work upon the 
whole Kingdome) and with this Common Councell cor- 
reſpondence is kept for the ſetting of unuſuall Watches, 
placing of Guards ia ſeverall places of the City, as if ſome 
deſperate attempt and aſſault were.to be made upon the 
whole City by Vs, who were known ſcarce to have a 
Guard ſtrong enough to preſerve Our own Houſe from vi- 
olence. A Commanderis appointed under the title of Ser. 
jant Major Generall , andasifall men were now by their 
new Proteſtation made Judges of the Priviledges of Parli- 
ament, and the breaches thereof,and abſolved from all rules 
of Obedience, ſpeciall proviſion is made, and publick dire- 
ion is given for drawing down the Trainbands of Our Ci- 
ty of Loywdonto Weſtminſter on a day appointed to guard, 
and bring in triumph the Perſons accuſed of high Treaſon, 
as ſuch worthy Patriots, that the Common-wealth it ſelf 
could not ſubſiſt, but with reference to them ; who in their 
Diſcourſes,and by their Meſſages to their Confedermes ex- 
preſſed the greateſt scorn of, and the moſt treaſonable re- 
proches againſt Vs, that can be imagined. | | 
When We underſtood this horrid preparation made a- 
gainſt Us, the Power it was evident theſe Perſons had to 
do hurt, and the malice We knew they bore againſt Our 
Perſon ( which We had too great reaſon to fear they in- 
tended to {ciſe ) We reſolved to yield-for the preſent to 
this Storm, and ſo the day before their coming to! Weſt- 
minſter, We withdrew Our Perſon, with Our. Royalt Con- 
ſorr, and Our Children ro Our Houſe at Hampton Court, 
and the rather leſt the Courage and Indignation 'of ſome 
of Our good Subjets might ( how weakly ſoever, yet 
with the effuſion of bloud ) have oppoſed that grearscorn 
intended Vs; and believing that poſſibly by Our remo- 
F ving 
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ving with all ſuch Perſons whoſe preſence was excepted 
againſt, and diſcharging that ſmall Guard which the Tu- 
mults had forced Vs to take for Our ſafety, and which was 
urged as an argument of danger, and ground of the gene- 
rall fears, mighrat leaſt leſſen their appearance the next 
day : Bur theſe powerfull Perfons would by no means con- 
ceal their triumph over Vs, but the next day are guarded 
from their Reſidence tn the City with multitudes of arm- 
ed men, and Ammunition, in a Hoſtile and Warlike man- . 
nerto Weſtminſter. The fame care and induſtric was uſed 
to provoke and incenſe Our Mariners, Maſters of Ships, 
and other Seamen, who were ſolicited by the Agents for 
-- the accuſed Perſons, and by their ſpeciall direQion to. ex- 
preſte their affetion likewiſe to the Cauſe in hand. And 
thereupon 'near one hundred Eighters, and Long-boats 
were ſet out by water, laden with Sacres, murdering Pie- 
ces, and other Ammunition drefled up with Maſtclothes, 
and Streamers, as ready for fight. And in this Array theſe 
men by water, and the Souldiers by land cryed out; as the 
paſſed by, that they would thus proteR and defend thoſ: 
Worthy Gentlemen, whom We had accuſed of High 
Treaſon, and as they paſſed by Our windows at Whitehall, 
Skornfully asked What was become of Vs, whither We were 
gone ? In this Equipage they came to both Houſes, where 
"ris no wonder they have been fince able to govern, having 
given ſuch teſtimony of their power both by land and wa- 
ter.. Let all the worldjudge by what Law this Army was 
raiſcd; and whether any At of Ours againſt theſe Perſons 
was as unwartantable-as theſe proceedings. 

We bore all this, being ſo much amazed at theſe di- 
ftracions, that We could not cafily find what colour. the 
malice of theſe men-had found our thus:to outface Vs, ngt 
yet-conceiving We had broke any Priviledge, or that the 
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' caſuall breaking of Priviledge could have produced ſuch 
prodigious diſtempers : But We were no ſooner advertiſed 
where Our miſtaking was, but withqut: recrimination or 
complaining of the Injuries againſt Our Self, We ſent to 
both Houſes on the twelfth and faurteenth of Fanuary by 
Meſſage, that in Our proceeding againſt thoſe perſons We 
had notthe leaſt intimation of violating their Pink cs, 
which We would be willing to aſſert by any reaſonable 
way We ſhould be adviſed; that We mo wave Our for- 
mer praceedings againſt them, and when the minds of men 
ſhould be compaled, would proceed in an unqueſtionable 
way; in the mean time deſired all jealoufies might be laid 
aſide, and application be made to the publick and prefling 
affairs, eſpecially to thole of 1relaxd, which cried for the 
gemoſt of -Qur aſſiſtance. But ir concerned thoſe perſons 
by no means to ſuffer ſuch a compoſition: If theſe fears and 
jealoulies were not kept up, and inflamed in the People, 
and the diſtrations heightened, they knew they ſhould not 
onely be diſappointed of the Places, Offices, Honours,and 
Employments they had promiſed themſelves, but be expo- 
ſed to the juſtice of the Law, and juſt hatred of all good 
men, Therefore the buſinefle of both Kingdomes was not 
conſiderable to the Intereſts of the fix Members, who 
would be thought the Pillars both of Church and State. 
They had now found a danger nearer hand then Ireland, 
and an Army raiſed by Vs in one nightat Kingſtone upon 
Thames: and upon ſome. extravagant information, pre- 
tended to be giyen to a Committee, (though ſome of their 
pretended witneſſes publickly in the Houſe diſavowed a 
ſuch tcſtimonie ) they procured an Order to be framed, 
and though before the publiſhing of it they had full and 
clear Evidence to the contrary by Perſons come immedi- 
- ately from the place, and teſtifying it. to be moſt quiet. and 
; F 2 peaceable, 
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peaceable, they yet had power to procure that Order to be 
publiſhed on the thirteenth of Faxzary (the next day after 
they had received ſo gracious a Meſſage from Vs) declaring 


that the Lord Digby and Colonel Lunsford ( the former of 


which was in the Town onely with a Coach and fix horſes, 
the other onely attended by his Servant,and hath been fince 
earneſtly preſſed by the Serjeant of the Houſe of 'Com- 
mons ( in whoſe cuſtodie he was ) to accuſe the Lord 
Dieby, with promiſes that thereby himſelf ſhould be diſ- 
charged ) had gathered Troops of Horſe, and appeared in 
a warlike manner at Kingitone upon Thames ( being with- 
in a mile of Our Court) to the terrour and affrightment 
of Our good Subjects, and to the diſturbance of the publick 
Weal of the Kingdome: And therefore it was ordered that 
the Sheriff and Juſtices of the Peace ſhould , with the afſi- 
ſtance of the Trained bands, ſuppreſle ſuch Aſſemblies, &c. 
And this way they found out to draw that County to af- 
front Vs, and ſent multitudes of mean People, under pre- 
rence of petitioning Vs,to ſhew Vs how unſecure Our Re- 
fidence was like to be there too, and (o in a ſhort time com- 
pelled Vs, Oar Royall Conſort, and Our Children to re- 
move to Our Caſtle at Windſor. They proceed then by a 
cloſe Committee ( a thing ſcarce heard of till this Parlia- 
ment, and of dangerous Conſequence'to the fame and re- 
putation of all men) to examine ſuch mean, unknown per- 
ſons as they had by threats and promiſes ſolicited to that 
purpoſe, concerning the Circumſtances of Our coming to 
the Horſe, exhibiting bold and-malicious Interrogatories 
and Queſtions concerning Our Self, andupop fuch wild In- 
formations of deſperate Perſons, contrary to the known 
truth, and concealing other examinations which they had 
taken, and by which the contrary to what they would have 
the Peoplebelieve wou 1d have appeared, particularly 'that 
very 
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very full examination of Captain Aſb/ey,'wherein Our pub- 
lick and peremptory Commands againſt all manner of vio- 
lence ( though provoked ) are ſufficiently manifeſted ; they 
procured an Infamous Declaration to be publiſhed by the 
Houſe of Commons (for the Houſe of Peers could not be 
yet prevailed with to joynin thoſe extravagancies )- on the 
ſeventeenth of Fanuary , mentioning Our coming to the 
Houſe, and ſome rude expreſſions of ſome Perſons ( who 
if there were any ſuch Perſons there, We aremoſtconfident 
they were not of Our Train) and would inferre from ſome 
mens calling for the Word at Qur coming out of the Houſe 
(which is a form uſed in Our Court, that thoſe of Our 
Train who are before may know when and whither they 
are to go) that We hada purpoſe to have fallen upon the 
Houſe of Commons, and to have cut all their throats, and- 
do therefore Declare, That Qur coming to the Houſe was a 
trayterous defigne againſt rhe King and Parliament, That 
Our Proclamation, iſſued out for the Apprehenfion of 
them, was falſe, ſcandalous, and illegall ; That it was law- 
fullfor all men to harbour them, and that whoſoever did ſo 
ſhould be under the Protection and Priviledge of Parlia- 
ment, with many other expreſſions of, and aſperſions upon, 
Vs,which they hoped would render Vs odious to Our good 
Subjects, and avs Vs for Our Safety to ſubmir to;ſuch un- 
reaſonable Propoſitions which amongſt themſelves they 
had provided to be offered to Us, or provoke Vs to ſuch 
AQions as might give them ſome advantage. To keep the 
People in acontinuall Alaram and apprehenſion of danger, 
few dayes' pafled without ſome pretended Diſcovery, by 

* Watter Earl,or other quick-{ighted men, of ſome Trea- 
fon or Plot againſt the Parliament, the Citie, or the King- 
dome; and _ypon every light and impoſſible information, 
many of Our Subjects ſent for out-of ſeverall Counties, 
F 3 who. 
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who afer chargeable Attendance were diſmiſſed without - 

any reparation or reprchenſion. One day the Tower of 
London is in danger to be taken, and Information given that 
great multitudes, at leaſt a hundred, had that day reſorted 
ro viſit a Prieſt, then a Priſoner there by Order of the 
Lords, and that at the time of the information above fifty 
or threeſcore were then there, and a Warder diſpatched of 
purpoſe ro give that notice : upon enquiry, but foure Per- 
ſons were then found to be there,and but cight all that day, 
whohad viſited that Prieſt, Another day a Taylour in a 
ditch, in the open fields,over-heares two Paſſengers toplot 
the death of 'M. Pim, and of many other Members of bath 
Houſcs. Then libellous Letters found in the ſtreets with- 
out names (probably contrived bythemſelves, and by their 
power publiſhed, printed, and entred in their Journalls) and 
intimations given of the Papiſts training under ground,and 
of notable proviſion of Ammunition in Houſes, where, 
upon examination, a fingle Sword , and a Bow and Ar- 
rows are found: A defigne.of the Inhabitants of Covent- 
garden to murther the Citic of London ; News from 
France, Italie, Spain , and Denmark, of Armies ready to 
come for England, with infinite ſuch ridiculous Diſcour- 
ſes, which are not onely ſuffered and directed to be print» 
ed, but ſuch countenance and credit given to them, that 
thereupon Guards muſt be doubled, correſpondencies and 
letters interrupted and broken open, even of and to forein 
Minifters of State and Embaſſadours, to the ſcandall of the 
Nation,afd againſt the Laws of Society and civil] Conver- 
ſation; a Committce appointed for Information, where 
liberty hath been taken, without any accuſati6 or complaint 
extent, to examine the diſcourſes paſſed at meals and en- 
tertainmenas, what words ſuch a manſpoke, and ſuch other 
monſtrous things, asin a ſhort time will render life ir ne 
unplea- 
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unpleaſant, and make every Room and every Table a bajt 
to betray men, and to bring them to ruine and deſtrution; 
inſomuchas perſons have been ſentand imployed by Mem- 
bers of that Committee, on purpoſe to the tables of Per- 
ſons of Honourand Qualitie, to inquire , obſerve, and in- 
form what language and freedome was there uſed , whilſt. 
theſe Worthy accuſed Members took thelibertie to them- 
ſelves inall their private meetings, and by their letters, to 
deprave and {lander Our Perſon, to contrive the alteration 
of the Government of the Church and State, to treat with 
forein Power to affiſt them as ſoonas their Deſignes ſhould 
be ripe, to-labour by promiſes and threats to bring the ſeve- 
rall Members of either Houſe to their Opinion, and to raiſc 
fcandalls upon, and to plot danger and ruine for thoſe who 
were of another opinton. 

And having now by thele Ads diſquicted and diſtracted 
the People abroad, and made them fit to receive any im- 
preſfions fromithem, they proceed-to work upon the Mem- 
bers of both Houſes with iafinite Induſtry and Applicati- 
ons, that they 'might be able ro ger the repntation.ot conſent 
from them, tocncourage and fer the People awork, if We 
refuſed ro conſent with them. They had removed.as.man 
Members from them of a contrary opinion as they. coul 
and had uſed all means to-get men who.would be diſpoſed 
by them into their rooms, If they found any: ſuch Lord, 
who hadnot aname in their Liſt of the good Lords, were 
like to have any influence upona place where an EleRion 
was tobe, preſently, an Order was conceived and publi- 
ſhed thatno-Letters from any Nobleman ought to be writ- 
ten.in ſuch caſes, and if written to be negleRed; but would 
by no means conſent that this Order ſheuld conclude thoſe 
of the Houſe of Commons, leſt M; Pim, or any of thoſe - 


blefſed Members might not write in the behalf of the. 
Common- 
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"Commonwealth, for a Worthy Gentleman. If any PleQi- 
konr Vo wrrSOu whereby they were like to loſe a man 
artheir diſpoſall, fuch bufinefſes and queſtions were of too 
private a nature to interrupt their proceedings z ſo neither 
- the EleQion of Newcaſtle , Warwick , Windſor, and very 
many other places, for whom Perſons ferve without and 
againſt the conſent of the Burroughs for whom they have 
got themſelves returned or admitted, can be heardor con. 
fidered, If the EleRion of any ſuch Perſons hath been 
heard at the Commitree, and they Voted out of the Houſe, 
as unduly choſen or returned, they will by no means ſuffer 
ſuch a Report to be made, leſt a good Member ſhould be 
loſt, as in thecaſe of M. Nicholls (M., Pims Nephew) and 
others. Are they concerned in the contrary , and is any 
man returned & admitted whom they would be rid of, and 
againſt whom rhe leaſt pretence is made? ſtraight a day is 
appointed, no bufineſle ſo great as fit to be a cauſe to keep 
a Worthy Member from the ſervice of his Countie; this is 
the caſe of Andover and other places. They rid themſelves 
of thoſe ( how juſtly ſoever eleted ) whoſe opinions are 
not ſuitable, nor their diſpoſitions weak and guilty enough 
to be wrought upon: Their next Conqueſt muſt be of 
. thoſe whom they could under any generall Vote conclude 
ro be obnoxious to the juſtice (and ſo to be within the mer- 
cy) of the Parliament; to this purpoſe their terrible Votes 
(which they keep as Rods over them, having never pro- 
cecded againſt any ) againſt all thoſe Lords who had con- 
curred in ſuch an Order at the: Councel Table. or ſuch a 
Cenſure in the Starre Chamber; againſt all Lords, Lieute- 
nants, and their Deputies, who had raifed Coat and Con- 
du& money, agaifiſt all Sheriffs , who had levyed Ship- 
money ; againſt all Lords and other who had been con- 
cernedin, or received profit by any Monopoly, or illegall 
3: Pattent; 
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Patten, ina ward, againſ}all fuch who had meddtcd in any 
thing wi ich thejr Interpretation would call grievous to the 
Subje&, brought. all. Perſons of cither Houſe, who had 
guilt enough to doubt themfelves,or want of Spirit enough 
ro fear them, cither to be abſent, or filent, or to complie 
with them ; And if any man had the Courage to confider 
the fingle buſineſle juſtly, and by itſelf, they were ſtrajghr 
making an Inquiſition into his whole life, and preparing 
ſomething again{t him, for matters of which their Favou- 
rers. were equally guilty ,: and\-decelared. publickly, That 
what diſſervice foever any man had dene formerly, if his 
preſent Actions were ſuch as brought benefir ro the Com- 
monwealth , he: ought not to be queſtioned for what was 
paſt, but cheriſhed and -prote&ted. They had ſeverall baits 
tocatch and betray other men : Thoſe who had been from 
the begigning deceived by them , and complied with them 
in their Paſſion, and beenfubrilly involved in ſome of their 
private Councels, they perſwaded that they were ſo farre 
1ngthere was no retyring; that. We would never forget the 
dillervice they had done Vs, and therefore that there was 
no,way to ſafety for themſelves, but by weakning Vs, and 
putting themſelves into ſuch a condition as it ſhould nor be 
in Our Power to.ſuppreſſe them : To thoſe who had pub- 
lick thoughts about them, and defired the eſtabliſhment of 
right equally between Vs ahd Our; Subjects, and thought 
that right.and favour they had obtained from' Vs this Par- 
liament could never be: enjoyed by them with that Luſtre 
and Securitie, if the, power:;from which they received it 
were-oppreſſed, or xendred; of lefle veneration, they ſeem- 
cd abundantly {arisfied with thoſe Acts We had piſſed, 
that they had no ae” 7 then ny thoſe, but that 
they had upon Our unwilling paſſing thoſe As (which all 
the world knows t0-be wy __ moſt malicioufly _ 
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med ) great reaſon to fear We meant not to obſerve them, 
-when intruth We had by the Bill for the Trienniall Parlia- 
ment put Our Self, and Our Poſteritie (which We were 
willing to do ) out of any poſhbilitic of deſtroying or not 
obſerving thoſe good Laws: To thoſe who were deſirous 
ro give that: ſatisfation to weak Conſlciences, that they 
might be eaſed of unneceſſary Ceremonies , yet were ſcan- 


da!ized at the profane and odious licence which the rabble. 


of -Browniſts, Anabaptiſts, and other Series took to 
themſclves of deſpiling and reviling the Book of Common 
Prayer, of ſuffering Mechanick ignorant fellows 'to under- 
take publickly, even in Churches, to preach and expound 
the Scripture, they ſeemed no leſle ro be diſquicted at thar 
diſorder, butalkdge that all reconciliation and vnion was 
to be embraced, and purſued againſt the common Enemie, 
the Papiſt (from whom the- danger was principally to be 
feared) and whena perfe&t viorie was obtained againſt 
them, they ſhould cafily bring the other poore , harmleſle 
Creatures to Conformitie : Thoſe who out of lazineſſe, 
and vulgar fpiritednefle were apt to complie with that 
Part, 'which/'was at laſt likely to prevail, they informed 
and aſſured confidently that they had thoſe about Vs, 
who would at laſt perſwade Vs to. yield to all they 
demanded, and that all Places and Preferments' ſhonld 
attend'their direfions , and be difpoſed by 'themr, and 
that all ſuch-whbo oppoſed them, ſhould be inevitably 
deſtroyed : Thoſe whom neither their skill nor importuni- 
ty, theirthreats nor their promiſes. could'prevail with to 
comply4ntheir bad: wayes,'they proſcribed as a'Malignant 
Party, and having caſt alb the afperſions upon them folly 
and-madnefle could deviſe, expoſed them to betornin pic- 
ces by the People. And having thus diſpoſed themſelves, 
and perplexed:the People,” they proceet” to:layibg thar 
bat. foundation. 
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foundation of Greatneſſe and Power to themſelves, they 
had from the beginning contrived, and as if all 'the Pillars, 
upon which the Peace, and Happinefle, and Being of this 
Kingdome was founded, were now ſhaken by the attempt 
againſt thoſe ſix innocent Perſons, and that all Our power 
was therefore to be transferred into other hands,they cauſe 
thematter of the bill formerly exhibited in 0Fober before, 
to be again revived ; and now all the Forts, and Caſtles of 
the Kingdomes,and the whole Militia muſt be put into ſuch 
hands, as they might confide in. A” Garriſon muſt be pur 
into Our Town of Hull,and S* Fohn Hotham appointed Go- 
vernour of it,to whom the Major of Tork is ordered to dil. 
poſe two thouſand pounds our of the Polemoney, which 
was to pay the Arrears due to that County for Billet, and 
the great debt to Our Subjects of Scotland : And when the 
Major and principall Aldermen of Hut refuſe to receive 
that Garriſon, and'urge the Petition of Right, that they 
may not be forced to biller thoſe Souldiers, they are ſent 
for to the Houſe of Commons, and there keptin a tedious 
and chargeable Attendance, till the Garrifon be taken in, 
being ſent for to no other purpoſe. Our own Magazine 
muſt be managed and diſpoſed by their diſcretion.' The 
Towreof London muſt be pur intotheir hands, and'a Per- 
fon againſt whom malice it ſelf could not find the teaſtac. «, 


cuſation muſt be removed, for no other reaſon, but becauſe zy;ov. © 


We had a good opinion of him. | tt 
They whoare the ſtrifteſt in the cenſure of Us, and of 
Our eafineſſe, will find upon this State of things, that We 
had enough to do, and that there was much difhculty tore-" 
ſolve. We will never deny that Our extreme tenderneſſe of 
the Peace of the Kingdome, and Ovr greatgrief ofheart ts 
ſec Our good Subjeds miſled in their duty and affedion,be- 
gat more of Our Compaſſion _ 74 then of Our _— | 
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and Indignation, ſo that we were more. awake to the ſenſe 
of the calamity and miſery which in all probability was like 
to befall them, then of Our own Honour and Dignity, and 
therefore without exprefling the leaſt reſentment of all the 
ſcorns and injuries put upon Ys, and to ſhew how much 
Our Soul was poſlefſed with the care of Our People, We 
ſent a Mcſlage to both Our Houſes of Parliament from 
Windſor, onthe 20. of Fenuary,defiring them,for the come 
ng the miſerable DiſtraRions of the Kingdome,to enter 
ſpecdily into a ſerious Conſideration of all particulars, as 
well thoſe which might concern their Priviledges, their Li- 
berry and their Property,the ſecuring the truc Religion,and 
the ſettling of Ceremonies,as thoſe of Our juſt Regall Au- 
thority and Revenue,that ſo both Weand they might make 
aclear judgement of them, and We might make it appear 
how farre We were from giving grounds for thoſe Fears 
and Jealouſies, by exceeding the examples of the moſt in- 
dulgent Princes in Our Ads of Grace ahd Favour to Our 
Pcople, No body will blame Vs, it We expected ar- leaſt 
ſuchan Anſwer as might bring Vs and Our Houſes of 
Parliament to an iſſue, that We might temperately debate 
what was to be done: But they, who well knew the nature 
of their'iown Demands,and what they meant to infiſt upon, 
would by no means that things ſhould be brought into ſo 


* little room, or diſcover the particulars of their defires, till 


they ſaw what ſtrength they were like to have to ſecond: 
thoſe defites : Therefore a new Adjournment is made to 
Grocers Hall, toiconſult of evils and remedies, ſeverall Pe- 
titions framed and contrived by theſe Perſons themſelves, 
are ſent into the ſeyerall Counties, and Multitudes of Peo- 
ple reſortevery day to both Houſes with Petitions, avow- 
ing the Fears and Jcaloufics: theſe men-had infuſed into 
ther, and defiring to have the. Kingdome pur into r po- 
FD ure 
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ture of Defence, and declaring their Rout Reſolutions to 

maintainthe Priviledge of Parliament. | 
In this triumph,they vouchſafe ro Petition Vs to proceed 


againſtthe Members accuſedyorelſe that they mightbepuh- 


lickly quit. We were reſolved to give them no more advan- 
rage upon breach of Priviledge,1nd therefore defired to be 
informed which way We were to proceed, and whether 
We might preferre indictments againſt them at the Com- 
mon Law: We were anſwered, That tio proceeding ſhould 
be againſt them without conſent of that "Houſe of which 


they were Members, and therefore We were deſired with. 


in three dayes to inform both Houſes what proof We had. 
againſt them, or elſe they ſhould be cleared; and they had 
before cauſed rheir' falſe, ſcandalons Declaration of the 
fourteenth of Fanuery , of Our coming to the Houſe, to 
benew printed, together with the Proteſtation, and to be 


ſent over the whole Kingdome by the Knights, and Bur- 


veſles, as if-by the one they 'were obliged to'defend the 
other. Inthis Caſe no man will believe We had'reafon to - 
bring in Our proofs againſt theſe men, and ro publiſh Our 
Evidence, when We were told, It was in the power of the 
Major part to chuſe whether they ſhould be tryed or no; and 
We might eaſily ſee, and all the world will judge by the 
proceedings then, and their publick expreſſions ſince, whe- 
ther if We had proved a Conſpiracy amoneſt them to have 
taken away Our lite , they would not have found ſome 
diſtintion between Our Perſon and Our Office, which 
ſhould have preſerved theſe perſons from the hand & courſe 
of Juſtice, And to what other end ſhould that doctrine be 
publiſhed with ſo much paſſion, That in Caſe of Treaſon We 
might not proceed againſt ary Member but by conſent of the 
Houſe, ( ſo contraty to Cuftome, Law, and Reaſon ) but to 
let all men know it ſhould not be im Our power to queſtion 
Y G 3 them 
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them for, any thing they ſhould do againſt Vs, let the Law 
be never ſo clear in the point. Vpon all theſe confiderati. 
Ons, rather then to waſte time in the diſpute, when they are 
reſolycd-to be their own Judges too, We ſent them word 
by Our Anſwer to their Petition of the ſecond of. Februa- 
#5, That We found We had good cauſe to deſert any pro- 
Plan of. thoſe Members, and further offered ro grant 


ſuch a free anda generall pardon to all Our loving Subjeds, - 


as. ſhould be thought fit by. the advice of both Houſes, 
which We thought to be the beſt way to compoſeall Fears 
and. Jealouſies of what kind ſoever. But the bulineſſe of 
theſe men could not be done that way; a generall Pardon 
would never have ſettled the Militia, and diſpoſſeſſed Vs 
of thoſe Rights and that Power, without which-they could 
not _compalle their Defignes. They now reſort to their old 
refuge, the common people of the Citic and Suburbs, and 
whatever they deſired, theſe men muſt ask for the ſarisfa- 
Rion of the Fears and Jealoufics of the Citic. The City 
had been deſired to lend a hundred thouſand pounds for 
the relief of 7reland; and their Anſwer is drawn up to their 
hands, of their inability to lend, and ſuch reaſons given as 
might advance what had been upon generall diſcourſes 
negleted. The ten thouſand men proffered by the Scots 
for Ireland were not accepted ; a Bill having been offered 
Vs for preſſing, and in it aclauſe ( not neceſſary tothe pre- 
ſent , and therefore purpoſely as We-conceive ;put in, in 
hope We would upon that refuſe it ) declaring Vs to have 
no power to preſſe ( a power conſtantly practiced by Our 
Anccſtours, & even inthe bleſſed times of Queen Eliſabeth) 
and Our pauſe upon it was urged as a Deſigne to loſe that 
Kingdome, although We had offered to raiſe tenthouſand 
Volantiers for that. purpoſe, if they would pay them 
The nort.ſecuring of the Cinque-Ports , though the _ 
dy 
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dy of them was in a Noble Perſon, againſt whom the leaſt 
exception could not be made, and the not ſettling the King- 
dome in a poſture of Defence z; The not removing S*. ?o 
Byron from being Lieutenant of the Tower , whereby . 
through diſtruſt they were forced to forbear the bringing in 
of Bullion to the Mint (when 'tis notoriouſly known there: 
was more Bullion brought in to Our Mint in the time that 
Gentleman was Lieutenant , then in the-ſame quantitie of 
time in any mans remembrance) The Vores of the Biſhops 
and the Popiſh Lords in the Houſe of Peers, and allother 
things which were then in Deſigne,and had'mm vain been at- 
tempted by them, by the refuſall of the Houſe of Peers ſe- 
yerall times to joyn with them, were now urged as princi- 
pall reaſons by this-Petition of London , why they could © 
not lend a hundred thouſand 'pounds tb 7reland, and were" 
preſſed by ſeverall other Petitions contrived by them,” and; 
preſented to both Houſes, or to the Houſe of 'Commons. 
And theſe Petitions are carried up tothe Lords by M, Pim, 
who 'takes upon him _t6_reproch chem'for nor concurring, 
with the Houſe of Commons, and impudently layes thar 
ſcandal! upon Vs, That We had ſuffered many to paſſe by - 
Our own immediate Warrant, who were fince Command-- 
ers in the head of the Rebells: a falſe and abominable ſcan-. 
dall, raiſed by his own malice to draw Our good Subjetts- 
againſt Vs, without the leaft colour or ſhidow of truth; as: 
appears by thoſe Anfwers they have publiſhed'to Our ex-- 
ception in that point, wherein there is not the leaſt evidence 
of any ſuch Warrant granted by Vs: Though 'M:'?;m be' 
ſo greata Perſor, that We ean'have no reparation againſt: 
him for that Calimny, bur had Credit enough with the 
Houſe 'of ' Commons to perſwade them to chi cthem- 
{elves unjuſtly ro excuſehim, and ta take upon themrhathe 
had ſaid nothing in that Speech but by'thkr dire&i6ns; *2IT 

this:- 
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this had not that quick operation with the Lords, with 
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committed to him, We would immediately remove him; 
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This gave them no better ſatisfation then the former: 
bur finding that without the conſent of the Houſe of Peers - 
Cof whom much the major part, though the Popiſh Lords 
and the Biſhops were abſent, diflented from them) and 

ainſt Our conſent, they were not like to prevail over Our 
peaple, they reſolve of another attempt upon them , their 
old Friends the Multicude muſt be again brought down by 
the great Conductor Captain Yenne, who is notoriouſly 
known, and proof thercof offered to be produced by 
M. X:rtox to the Houſe of Commons, to have ſeverall 
rimes ſent to and ſolicited people to come down out of the 
City with ſwords and piſtols when he hath told them, or 
ſent them word by his Wife, That the worſer party was 
like to have the better of the good Party ; and for all 
which publick offer, neither was M. Yenne then ſuffered to 
anſwer to this charge, nor M. Kirtos allowed any time 
(though many dayes were ſet ) to bring in the particulars 
and witneſſes. Many perſons are importuned to ſet their 
hands againſt the Lieutenant of the Tower , that they durſt 
not bring inany Bullion to the Mint for want of confi- 
dence, when they never brought in any in their lives ; and 
being asked how they could ſet their hands to ſucha Certi- 
ficate (when it was known that never greater Quantity was 
brought in then at that time) anſwered, That they were di- 
reed by Parliament men to do ſo, or elſethey could not 
compaſle their ends: and having gotten multitudes of peo- 
ple of ſeverall Counties, or ſuch as pretended to beſo, to 
deliver Petitions to both Houſes, and to defire leave that 
they might proteſt againſt thoſe Lords, who would not 
agree to the Votes of the Houſe of Commons, as the Pe- 
titions of Surrey and Hartfordſhire dozand perſwaded others 
in the name of many thouſands of poore people in and 
about the City of Lonaoy, to petition againſt a malignant. 
| H Faction, 
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FaQion' which made abortive all thoſe-good intentions, 
which tended to the Peace and Tranquillity of the King- 
dome, and to defire that thoſe Noble Worthies of the 
Houſe of Peers, who concurred with them 1n their happ 

Votes, mightbe carneſtly defired to joyn with the Houſe 
of Commons, and to fic and vote as one entire body , pro- 
fefling that unleſſe ſome ſpeedy remedy were taken for the 
removall of all ſuch obſtruQions, as hindred the happy pro- 
grefſe of their great endeavours, the Petitioners ſhould not 
reſt in quietneſle, but ſhould be enforced to lay hold on the 
next remedy which was at hand, to.remove the diſturbers 
of their Peace, and ( want and neceſſity breaking the 
bounds of modeſty ) not to leave any means unaſlayed for 
their relief, adding. that the crie of the poore and needy 
was, That ſuch perſons who were the obſtacles of their 
peace, and hinderers of the happy proceedings of this Par- 
liament, might be forthwith publickly declared, whoſe 
removall they conceived would puta period to thoſe Di- 
ſtraQtions, after it had been ſaid in the Houſe of Peers, 
That whoever would not conſent to the Propoſition made by the 
Houſe of Commons, concerning the Forts, Caſtles, and the Mili- 
tia(when it was reje&ted by a Major part twice) was 4y Ene- 
mieto the Commonwealth, This Petition was brought up to 
the Houſe of Lords by the Houſe of Commons, at a Con- 
ference, and after, the ſame day , M. Hells (a perſon for- 
merly accuſed by Vs of High Treaſon, and a moſt malici. 
ous Promoter and Contriver of thoſe Petitions and Tu- 
mults) preſſed the Lords, at the Barre, to joyn with the 
Houſe of Commons in their defire about the Militia, and 
further (with many other Expreſſions of like nature) defi- 
red in words tothis effet , That (if that defire of the Houſe 
of Commons were not aſſentedio) thoſe Lords, who were wil- 


ting to concur would find ſome means to make themſelves — 
#hat 
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that it might be known who were againſt them, and they might 
make it known to them who ſent —_ _ which Pericion. 
ſo ſtrangely framed, counſclled, and ſeconded, ſo great a 
number of the Lords departed,that that Vote paſſed(which 
they had ſo often before denied) in Order to the Ordinance 
concerning the A(z{ztia, and fince that time, they have been 
ableto carry any thing; and upon the matter, the Reſoluti- 
on of the Houſe of Commons kath been wholly guided by 
thoſe Perſons who had given ſo plain Evidence thatthey 
had the Multitudeat their Command, and hath wholly 
guided that of the Houſe of Pecrs, who with little debate 
or diſpute, have for the moſt part ſubmitted to whatſoever 
hath been brought to them. Shortly after they paſſed their 
Ordinance with ſuch a Preamble, as highly concerned. Vs 
in Honour and Juſtice to proteſt againſt; wholly excluding 
Vs(in whom that whole power abſolutely was and is)from 
any. power or authority in the 44/itie, the Armes and 
ſtrength of the Kingdome, and that, for as long as they 
pleaſed: And as if the matter were not worth-the conſide- 
ring;or that there ought to be no other meaſure to guide Vs 
in point of judgement, or underſtanding, but their Votes, it 
was ill taken that we did not immediately return Our An- 
ſwer, but took ſome time to conſider it, and we were again 
with great paſſion and impatience prefled to. give Our An- 
ſwer, they being pleaſed to tell Vs, They could not but inter- 
pret the delay to be in « degree 4 aeniall: And in the meantime 
fo give Vs an inſtance how modeſtly they were like to uſe 
ſuch power, when We ſhould commirit to them, they pre- 
ſumed of themſelves (knowing We had appointed Our 
'Sonne the Prince to meet Vs at Greenwich in Our return 
from Dover) to inhibit his meeting Vs there, and toendea- 
vour to get him intotheir cuſtody. All theſe things-confi- 
| dered.and the Inſolence,and Injuſtice of the Ordinance, We 
H 2 might 
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might very well have rejefed that Propoſition with a flar 
deviall, and juſt indignation ; but we eaſily perceived that 
Ourgood People were miſled by the Cunning and Malice 
of thoſe Boutefews, and thought it alwayes a compliance 
worthy a Prince to rake all poſſible pains to undeceive ſuch 
who are led into miſtakings, and therefore we returned to 
their Propoſition for the Ordinance a gracious Anſwer and 
Animadverſion , made it evident to them, that the Pre- 
amble was in it ſelf untrue, and againſt Our Honour to con- 
ſent to, and expreſſed Our clear intention in Our going to 
Our Houſe of Commons , We allowed all thoſe Perſons 
recommended to Vs (except onely in Corporations , to 
whom a Right was formerly granted by Charter, not con- 
ſiſtent with this Ordinance) and offered to grant ſuch Com- 
miffions to them, as had very long and happily been uſed 
in this Kingdome, and which we hadthis very Parliament 
granted totwo Lords, at the inſtance and intreaty of both 
Houſes. Tf that power ſhould not be thought enough, We 
offered to grant any ſhould be firſt veſted in Vs,'and ſo We 
be enabled to grant ; but defired thatthe whole mighrbe 
digeſted into an Ac of Parliament, whereby Our good 
Subjects might know, what they were to do, and what the 
were to ſuffer, that there might be the leaſt latitnde for the 
exerciſing of any Arbitrary Power over them; which An» 
ſwer we deſire all Our Subjects to reade, and confider, 
wherher we did not therebygrant all which themſelves had 
firſt defired, and whether there was cauſe to Vote ſuch 
who adviſed that Anſwer to'be Enemies to the Stare, 
and miſchievous ProjeRours againſt the defence of the 
Kingdome. Bur as if all the Ads paſſed by Us, (amongſt 
which that for the taking away the ' Votes «of the- Bi- 
ſhops out of the Houſe of Peers wasthe laſt) were of no 
-@rher valuc, but as inſtances that we 'would never deny 


them 
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| thei any thing, they immediately 'in great fury addrefſe 


themſclves to Vs with a new Humble -Perition (as they cal- 
led it, but was indeed a threatning) and told Vs plainly, 
That if We would not they (in that inſtant) give Our royall 
aſſent to their Ordinance, they were reſalved to diſpoſe of the 
Militia by the Anthoritie of both Houſes without V's; adviſed 
V's to ſtay about London,to put away evil Counſellours and to let- 
Our Son the Princebe and continue at S* James's, or ſome other 

of Our Houſes ntar about London, that the Jealouſies and Fears 

of Our People might be prevented, We muſt appeal to all the 
world, whether conſidering 'what had been done in pub- 

lick, and ſaid in private, We had no cauſe of Jealouſie, and 

whether having ſuch evidence of the malice, guilt and 
power of thoſe accuſed Members, who had-defigned to 
have taken the Prince Our Sonne from Us by force, it was 
not high time to remove a little further from that Torrent, 
which might have overwhelmed Us, and made them as. 
well, and by the ſame Rule, Maſters of Our Perſon, as of 
Our Ailitia . This carried Us firſt from Theobalds to, New- 
market 4 and wholſoeyer reads the Declaration ſent Uls thi- 

ther,the ſtrange language given Us, and ſcandalls laid upon 
Us in that Declaration, willnot wonder, that We made all 
the baſte we could from thence to York. 

What hath happened ſince Qur coming hither, both-in- 
Words and” Actions, is too notorious to all the Parts of- 
Chriſtendome, who, with wonder and delight, are amazed 
to ſee the Wiſdome, Courage, AﬀeRion, and Loyalty of 
the. Engliſh Nation appear ſo farre ſhrunk and. confound- 
edby the Malice, Cunning and Induſtry of Perſons,-con- 
temptiblein number, inconfiderable in Fortune and Repu- 
tation, united onely by Guile and Conſpiracy againſt Vs. 
Alicenceeven.to Treaſon is admitted(thar,is,not puniſhed) 
in Pulpits,. and. Perſons ignorant,in.Learning and;Lnder- 

| H 3 ſtanding, 


| (9 
ſtanding, turbulent and ſedirious in diſpoſition, ſcandalous 

in life, ahd-unconformable- in Opinion to the Laws of the 
Land, ate by theſe men, their Recommendation and Au- 
thoritie, impoſed upon Pariſhes to infet and poyſon the 
minds of Our People. . Our Towas, Our Goods, Our Mo- 
ey fe taken from Vs, -and to 'make the ſcorn com. 
plext, care'is taken to perſwade Vs that We are not 
ifjured, but that all is done for Our good. Opinions 
and Reſolutions are impoſed upon Vs by Votes, and De- 
clirations ,- rhat We inrend to levie Warre, and then 
Armies raken up to deſtroy Vs; 'Rebellions,-and- Trea- 


ſoris contrived, fomented, and aRed againſt Vs, and | 


then reproches caſt on Vs, and warre raiſed againſt Vs, be. 
cabfeWeare diſpleaſed. We ſend our Command to our 
Keeper of 'our Great Seal of England, - to adjourn the 
Teri from London to Terk, a thing as much in our power, 
aS if what room of our houſe We will lodge or cate; this 
is ſtraight Voted to be illegall, and our Keeper of Our Q wn 
Sealperemprorily forbid to do bis ducy, ro ſeal a wrir: or 
Proclamation to rhat purpoſe : And when in obedience to 
Our expreſſe Command he comes to wait on Vs, he is pur. 
ſued with a warrant to all Majors, Juſtices of the Peace, 
Sheriffs, and other Officers to apprehend him. A Com- 
mittee is {ent down into the Countries near Vs'to execute 
their pretended ordinance, who compell Our SubjeRs to 
take Armes againſt Vs, ahd threatenand impriſon ſuch as 
refuſe, without the leaſt colour of Law ; whilſt ſuch who 
execute Our Legall Commiſſion of Array are ſent for as de- 
linquents, atid declared to be enemies to the-kingdome, 
Our own moneys ſeized upon at London, and no ſupply 
ſuffered to be ſent Vs;all perſons are forbid rocome to Vs, 
and charge given toall men, near the Northern Road, to 
ſtopall menand horſes; who are for Our ſervice coming 

to 
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to York, there being (as M\, . Hollis ſayes, in; his ſpeceh,.of 


which he hath the ſole printing, and hath granted that Mo- 
nopoly to one Underbill) a mark ſet upon that place, and 41 
opinion declared concerning thoſe who ſhall reſart thither : Our 


-High- wayes are ſhut up,and Our good Subjeds are hindred 


in their journeys, and their goods ſcized and detained 
from them, becauſe they have occaſions to ufe them in the 
North : Our own houſehold Servants refuſe to attend Vs 
upon Our Summons, and then the putting them from their 
places is Voted an injury to theParliament, and whoſoever 
ſhall accept of thoſe places, to offer an affront tothe Parlia- 
ment,and render themſelves unworthy of any place of Ho- 


Þ- nouror Truſt in the Common- Wealth : S*, Fohn Hothars is 


commended and protected for keeping Vs out of Qur 
Town of Hull by farce and Armes; and Our raifing a 
Guard for Our defence 1s vored levying warre againſt Our 
Parliament 5 whilſt he murders Our Subjects , takes 
them priſoners , burns their houſes, drowns their Land, 
robs all men hecan lay hold of,and committeth all the inſo- 
lent Acts of Hoſtility againſt Vs, and Our SubjeRs, which 
the moſt uncquall &declared enemies practiſe in any Coun- 
trey. And when after all theſe outrages, Our miſerable 
Subjc&s throw themſelves at Our feer,crying for and chal-- 
lenging Our ProteEion, We muſt notperform\tharduty to- 

wards them, nor preſume to ſay SF. John Hothem is a Tray- 

tour, becauſe he hath Priviledge of Parliament, OurRoy- 

all Navy, Our own Ships, are taken from Vs, the Earl of - 
Warmick made Our Admirall in deſpight and ſcorn of Qs, 
who chaſes Our Subjeas, and makes warre upon Vs, under 
the Authority of another pretended Ordinance; and his 
letter publiſhed by the direQion of the Houle of Peers, to 


| ſhew how cafie it was to make an cledtion, rather to deſpiſe 


Vs, and the known unqueſtionable Law. of the Land, then 
to/ 


"(62 
. .tonegleR an Orderof both Houſes ina matter they have 
-no more juſt power to meddle in,then they have to ſell Our 
Houſes, Parks, and Crown-land:, and they may as lawful- 
ly ſend thoſe Ships to the Indies, and ordain that we ſhall 
never have more, as keep them inthe Downs againſt Our 
will, and under a Command We do proteſt oainh troall the 
world. We are defamed and publickly reproched for want 
of zeal againſt the Rebells in 1relazd, and when we offer to 
'venture Our own Perſon, and our Crown-land for the re- 
liefof our miſerable Subjets there, ſuch a journey is voted 
to be againſt the Law , tobe an -incouragement to the Re- 
bells, that whoſoever ſhall aſſiſt Vs in ic, ſhall be an enemy 
to the Commonwealth, and thar the Sheriffs of Counties 
ſhall raiſe power to ſuppreſſe any levies We ſhall make to 
that purpoſe. And after all this ( when it hath bcen pub- 
lickly ſaid by M. Martin, That Onur Office i forſeitable, and 
that the happineſſe of this Kingdome doth not drpend upon Ys, 
or any of the Regall branches of that Stock : and by S*. Henry 
Ludlow, That we are not worthy to be King of England, and 
been declared, That We have xo negative voice, which puts 
Our Crown, the Law of the Land, the Liberty and Pro- 
pertie of the Subject abſolutely into their hands) We are 
told by theſe devout champions for Anarchy & Confuſion, 
That We are fairly dealt with $hat We are not depoſed;that if they 
d:dthat, there would be neither want of modeſty or duty in them. 
They publiſh falſe, ſcandalous Declarations ro corrupt 
Our good Subjects in their Loyalty and AﬀeRion to Vs, 
injoynthem to be read, and diſperſe them with all care and 
induſtric, and ſend for all Miniſters, who according to Our 
Command publiſh Our Anſwers to undeceive Our peo- 
ple; as Delinquents, notwithſtanding We have not prohi- 
bired any to reade theirs: They commit the Lord Major of 


London, and other. Majors, for publiſhing Our Proclama- 
| tions 
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tions according to Our Writ, : and his Oath, and ftraitly 
charge all Our Miniſters of Juſtice not to obey Vs: They 
raiſe an Army againſt Vs, and chooſe the Earl of Eſſex 
for their Generall, and grant him a power over Vs, the 
Law,8: all Our people,that he may kill & deftroy whom he 
thinks fit, & impoſe an oath upon Our SubjeRsto execute all 
the Commands of both Houſes: They wafte and conſume 
the money given by A& of Parliament for diſcharge of 
the great debt of the Kingdome, and for the relief of the 
bleeding Condition of -1reland; imploy the money brought 
in by the Adventurers, & thoſe men who are levicd by Our 
Authoritie and Commiſſion for the preſervation of Our 
miſcrable SubjeRts there, to ſerve them in a warre againſt 
Vs, whereby all men may ſee what reaſon We had, not to 
conſent to a Warrant dormant under pretence of levies 
for 1reland, which might have furniſhed them with mento 
fight againſt Vs, as the ſame prerence hath done with all 
the Arms We had in Our Magazines: They commit- ſuch 
of Our Subjeds to Priſon, whom they are pleaſed to ſuf. 
ped (as the Earl of Portland) and for no _othet reaſon bur 
that they believe them Loyall to Vs; Cenſure and Degrade 
nine Lords at a clap for obeying Our Summons, and 
coming to Vs, when {carce that number coneurtedin the 
Judgement; and Declare two'others encinics tothe Com- 
monwealth, and take their Votes from them, without ſo 
much as ſummoning them to anſwer any Charge brooght 
againſt therm : They preſume to take Tunnage and'Pound- 
age by a pretended” Ordinatice ' withour' Our 'conſent, 
_ though they have ſo often prefled ir againſt Vs, that We 
took it without theirs, and ſo now diſpence'with a Premy- 
wire made this Parliament as they have formerly done with 
Treaſon. - Laſtly' to ſhew into whit hands they: intend" 
Government of this Kingdome _ put, they hive Ye- 
duced 
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duced-the bufineſſe of the whole 'Kingdome from both 
Houſes of Parliament into the hands of a few deſperate 
perſons, who have the power committed co them ro AR 
this Tragedy, without acquainting rhe Houſes, and ſo haye. 
gotten the Authoritic of King and both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment to:deſtroy all rhreez make Orders to break up houſes, 
take away Plate and Money, becauſe 'tis poſſible the 
owners wiſhit wich Vs at York, fend Troops of horſe to 
make Warre upon- Vs in what Counties they pleaſe, and 
commit ſuch unheard of Acts of oppreſſion, and injuſtice, 
as no ſtory can parallel, where the leaſt form of govern- 
ment hath. been left: that all Our good Subjets may ſee 
by:whar rules they ſhall live, and what righe they are to 
enjoy, when theſe men have gotten the {way, who in the 
infancie of their power, and when there is yet left ſome 
memorie of, and reverence tothe Laws under which their 
fathers lived ſo bappily, dare leap over all thoſe known 
and confeſſed Principles of Government and Obedience, 
and exerciſe: a Tyrannie both over: Prince and- People 
more 'inſupportable they Confufion-ir (cf, 

And for all this impudent mjuſtice ( odious to God and 
Man ) what.is objected againſt Vs? that We will not be ad- 
viſed by Our Parliament: In whats what one Propoſition 
that is evidently for the eaſe of Our SubjeRs have We de- 
med? that We have granted: many is confeſſed. 'We will 
not conſent that the Ordinance of the Militi« ſhall be exe- 
cuted and. obeyed, that is, We will notallow that both 
Houſes of Parliament ſhall make Laws, and impoſe upon 
the erty & Libertic'of Our Subjets without Our con- 
ſent (which if We ſhould yield ro,upon the ſame pretences: 
of neceſſity,a word fatall torhis Kingdome,and the publick 
good, the Houſe of Commons might as well, and would 
quickly come to make Laws withourthe Houſe of —_ 

| an 


3nd the Common peaple without eithee ) nor are willing 
that thoſe mev, who heve diſcovered all malice-r Our Per- 
ſoo, 8& diseſteem and irreverence of. Qur Office, ſhall be le- 
gl qualified rq take up Arms againſt Vs, when they ſhall 
Laws provoked by their Malice or Ambition. There 
caa be no new-thing ſaid in this Argument, We muſt re- 
ferre Qur good Subjedts ta Our feverall Anfwers, Decla- 
rations and Proclamations ia that point; onely it will be 
worth their canfidering, that this extraordinary, unheard 
of, oxtrayagaot power was afſumed in-caſe of peremptory 
neceſſitie, for the prevention of imminent danger inthe be- 
gigning of March ( how long it was in defigne before is un- 
derſtgod by Sir Arthur Haſlerigge his bill ſo preceding ) 
whather any ſueb danger hath been fince diſcovered, and 
whether unſpeakable calamities have not already, and are 
like to enſue from that fountain, We with it were not too 
apparant, And if thoſe fears and jealoufies, which ſeem to 
makethat Ordinance neceſſary, were indeed reall and ho- 
neſt, that in truth nothing were defired bur putting the King- 
dome into a Poſture, that. is, that all Our loving' Subjects 
might be provided with Arms, and dextrous in the ufin 
them, if any-Invaſton or Rebellion ſhould be; is nor a 
this. care taken, and all this fecuritie provided for by the 
Commiſſion of Array « what haneſt end can that Ordi- 
nance have, which is nor obtained by the execution of and 
obedience to that Commiſſion? bur 'ris true the power is 
not in thoſe hands, nor like to be employed to rhoſe uſes, 
it is now intended, Who hath not heard theſe men fay, that 
the alteration they intend ,and.is neceſſaric,both in Church 
and State, muſt be-made by bloud? are not the principles 
by which they livedeſtruQtive to all Laws, and Compatts? 
is got every thing neceſlary they think ſo, and- every thi 
lawfull that is in order to thar neceffitie? ſure if Our g0 
| I z Subjects 
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Subjefts were throughly awake in this buſineſſe,they would 


think they had much more cauſe to thank Vs for denying 


eltiis Ordinance, then for granting all that We have granted, 


What is there elſe? We do not think Sir Fohn Hotham hath 
delt well with Vs in keeping Our Town from Vs, nor do 
take it kindly thar We are robbed of Our Magazine and 
Munition, bur think of recovering-both by force becauſe 
Wecannot have them otherwiſe, which will be an auall 
levying Warre againſt Our Parliament, This Argument is 
ſufficiently vexed too: Our good Subjects will reade the 
Meſlages , Anſwers, Votes and Declarations in this caſe; 
and We are ſure upon the Grounds laid to juſtifie this Trea» 
ſon, no SubjeR in Ezxeland hath a houſe of his own, which 
may not to morrow be given to Sir Fohn Hotham for as long 
a term as they think fit; and he may be ſent to morrow to 
murder Vs, and be no Traitour,and they who ſhall ſhut the 
doore againſt him ſhall be Delinquents. Is there no more? 
Yes; We will not ſubmit to thoſe nineteen dutifull and mo- 
deſt: Propoſitions which. have been lately thrown at Vs, 
as. the neceflary means of removing jealouſies and differen- 
ces, and as the laſt complement of all their fcorns- andin- 
jurie, that Pofteritic may ſee to-what a tamenefſle We were 
brought whenſuchthings were asked of Vs: We will not be 
content thatall Our Officers 8 Miniſters of State,bethey ne- 
ver ſo faithfull to Vs, fo affeionate to their Countrey,never 
ſo wiſe,never {o honeſt, ſhall be immediately removed from 
Vs & rheirPlaces, be diſgraced & undone, & in theirrooms, 
theſe gentlemen(who havetaken all poſſible pains to deſtroy 
King and-People ) or ſuch whom they ſhalkrecommend, to 
ſucceed, that the ſame FaRtion may be carried through the 
whole Kingdome,which theſe men have raiſed inbothHou- 
ſes.of Parliament; that all Aﬀairs of the Kingdome be ma- 
naged not onely by theiradvice,but their abſolute direRion 
- aad.command, leſt any.man ſhould think himſelf Our Ser- 
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Vants: 


yant ; that the Education 8 Marriage of Our Children be 
committed tothem, leſt any Chriſtian Prince ſhould make 
addreſſes to Vs in ſuch Treaties: In a word, that in gratitude 
rotheir modeſty and duty for not depofing Vs, We will not- 
' now depoſe Our Self, and ſuffer the People and Kingdome 
(which God, and the Law hath committed to Our govern» 
ment and proteQion, and for which We muſt make an ac- 
count) to be devoured by them, 
Suretheſe men think *cis no affront to ask any thing: Bur 

can Our good Subjects be longer kept in this trance ? can 
the Nobilitie, Gentrie, Clergie, Commonalty of England 
facrifice their Honour , Intereſt, Religion, Libertic to 
terms and the mere ſound of Parliament, and Priviledge* 
can their experience, reaſon, and underſtanding be captiva= 
ted by words, and aſſumtions contradiory to all-Prin+ 
ciples? What one thing have We denied, that with refe- 
rence to the publick peace and happineſſe was-to be bought 
with the loſle of the meaneſt SubjeR? and yer into what a 
Sea of bloud is the rage and fury of theſe men launching 
out, to wreſt that from Vs, which We are bound (if we 
had a thouſand lives to loſe in-the contention) to defend? 
nay what one thing is there that makes life precious to: 
good men, which We donotdefend,and theſe menoppoſe, 
and would evidently deſtroy « What grievance or preſſure 
have Our People complained of, and been caſed by Vs, 
which is not now brought upon them in an unlimited de- 
grece? Is the true Reformed Proteſtant Religion, ſealed by 
the bloud of ſo many Reverend Martyrs, and eſtabliſhed 
by the wiſdome and pictie of former bleſſed Parliaments, 
dear tothem 2 We muſt appeal to all the world{being cal- 
| led upon by the reproches of theſe men) whether Our own 
praQtice (the beſt evidence of Religion )'and all the afſi- 
ſtance &: offers We can give,have been wanting to the Ad- 
I. 3 vancement: 


| © *vancementof that Religion: and whet can be mate dana 


L. Say. 


by Vs to ſatisfie and fecure Our people in that point? On: 
the - other fide, let, all, Qur good Subjedts confider- and 
weigh what pregnant Arguments they have to fear Inna- 
vation in Religion, if theſe deſperate perſons prevail; when 
the principall men , to whoſe care and induſtry they have 
committed the managery of that part, refuſe Communion 
with the Church of England, as much as the Papiſts do, 
& have not onely, with that freedome they thmk fitro uſe, 
reproched the Book of Common Prayer, and the Govern- 
ment of rhe Church in their ſpeeches, but have publiſhed 
thoſe ſpecches in the view of all menin print, that the 
world might fee by what meaſuxe and rule the Reformari- 
oB they ſo much talk of, is tobemade; when ſuch Petitions 


bave been contrived by them, and accepted with publick | 


thanks, which revile the Book of Common Prayer, calling 
it a Mafſe-beok, in {cornand contempr of the Law, whileſt 
other Petitions for the Government eſtabliſhed by Law 
have been rejected, diſcountenanced, and the Petitioners 
pupiſhed z and when rwo Armies were kept in the Bowels 
of the Kingdome ten weeks, at the charge of foureſcore 
thouſand pounds a moneth, for the Countenance of a Bilt 
to, eradicate Epiſcapacie, root and branch : when ſuch li- 
cence is given to Browniſts, Anabapriſts , Secaries, and 


whileſt Coach-men, Feltmakers, and ſuch Mechanick 


perſqns are allowed, and entertained to preach by 
thoſe who think themſelyes the prineipall Members 
of cither Houſe z when ſuch barbarous outrages in 
Churches, and heatheniſh irreverence and uprores , even 
in the time of Divine Service, and the Adminiſtrati- 
on of the bleſſed Sacrament, are practiſed without con» 
rroul, when the bleſſed means of advancing Religion, 
the Preaching of the- Word of God, is turned into a Li- 
cence 
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cence df libelling, and reviling both Church and Stars, and 
venting ſuch ſedirious pofitions:, as by the Laws of the 
Land are-no lefle then Treaſon', and ſcarce a man in 
repuration and credit with theſe Grand Reformers, who ts 
not notoriouſly guilty of this z ' whileſt thoſe learned, re- 
verend, painfull, and pious Preachers, who have been und 
arethe moſt eminent and able afſertours of the Proteſtant 
Religion, are (ro the inſpeakable joy of the Adverſatics to 
Our Religion) diſregarded and oppreffed; Laſtly , when 
for the ſetcling and compotin2 all theſe diſtraftions thd di- 
ſtempers, in ſtead of a free and petierall Syriod of grave atitl 
lkatned Divines, which harh been ſo much talked of ( and 
ro whole deliberations We were and are willing to commit 
the conſideration of thoſe Aﬀairs) x Conference is defired 
| with particular men, nominared by theinſelves, -coritraty to 
the Rights and PraRtice of the Chutch, the Major part of 
whom (though We confeffe there are maty teverend, 
learned, and pious perſons amongſt them) are notof leartt- 
ing and underſtanding ſutable to fo great a work, 'are of - 
| | known avowed diſaffeftion to the DoRrine add Diſcipline 
vfthie Church, and of thoſe who have preached ſeditioul- : 
ly, and treaſotably, againſt Our Perſon and Authority, as 
| Doctour Downing and others. Whoever from his ſoul de-. 
|| fres arrue exammation and Reformation ih Religion tot» 
| | torexpect ir from the reſults of theſe mens coutecels, nor | 
think the true ſervice of God is like to be advariced or pre- | 
ſerved by ſuch praiſes : And all fober men muſt look with | 
ſratige horrour and indigyation upon the laſt Declaration - 
of the Lords and Commons, which after ſuch vnprefiden. 
ted outrages and violences apain ſt Vs, publiſhes the ground - 
of their raking up defenfive Arms (as they call them)tobe, 


" | forthe mainrenance of the true Religion'; the taking and 
keping of X41, Our Navy, Our Money, and Goods, the - 
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exerciſing of the Mi[it/4,and all the other injuries We com. 
» Plain of, tobe for the maintenance of Religion : but who- 
ſoever believes them to be for the preſcrvation of OurPer- 
ſon, may believe the other too. Would men enjoy the 
Laws they were born to, the Liberty and Property which 
makes the ſubje&ion of this Nation famous and honoura- 
_ble withall neighbouring Kingdomes 2 We have done Our 
part ro make a wall of brafle for the perpetuall defence of 
them, whileſt theſe ill men uſlurp a power to undermine 
that wall, and to ſhake thoſe foundations, which cannot be 
pulled down, but to the confuſion of Law, Liberty, Pro- 
perty, andthe very Life and Being of Our Subjects ? Is 
the Dignity, Priviledge and Freedome of Parliaments 
(Parliaments whoſe, wiſdome and gravity have prepared ſo 
many wholſome Laws, and whole freedome diſtinguithes 
the condition of Our Subjes from thoſe of any Monarchy I 
in Europe) pretious unto Our People 2 Where was that 
Freedome and that Priviledge when the Houſe of Com- 
mons preſumed to make Laws without the Houſe of Peers, 
as they did in their Vote upon the Proteſtation, and of the 
9. of September , when the Houſe of Commons and the 
Houſe of Peers preſumed to make Laws without Our con- 
ſent, as they have done inthe buſineſſe of the Militia, of 
Hull, inthe behalf of their Champion Serjeant Major Ge- 
nerall Skippon, of the Earl of Warwick, of their new General 
the Earl of Eſſex (with whom they will live and die) and 
many other Caſes * Where was that Freedome and Privi- 
ledge when Alderman - Pennington and Captain Fenn 
brovght down their Myrmidons to aſſault and terrific the 
Members of both Houſes, whoſe faces or whoſe opinions 
they liked not, and by that oy to awe the Parliament 
when thoſe rude multitudes publiſhed the names of the 


Members of both Houſes, as enemies to the Common» 
wealth 


__ 


. wealth, who would notag 


L 


"Ot 
| rce to their frantick propofitions; 
when the names of thoſe were given by Members of the 
Houſe, that they might be proſcribed, and torn in pieces by 
thoſe Multitudes, when many were driven away for fcar of 
their lives from being preſentat thoſe conſultations, and 
when M. Hol: required the names of thoſe Lords\who 
would nat agree with the Houſe of Commons 2 Laſtly, 
where was that freedome and priviledge of Parliament, 
when Members of the one Houſe had been queſtioned for 


words {ſpoken in the Houle, and one freed, the other but re- 


prehended by vore of the Major part, were again queſtio- 
ned by tie orher Houſe, and a charge brought againſt them 
for tholc words 2 Is Honour, Reputation, Freedome and 
Civility to be eſteemed 2 Whar cauſcleſſe Defamations 


| have been raifed and entertained upon Perſons, of qua- 


lifie, and unblemiſhed eſtimation, upon no ,grounds or 
appearance of reaſon, but becauſe their opinions ran not 
with the Torrent 2 what careſſes have been and are made 
ro perſons looſe, vitious, and debarched, of no virtue, no 
Religion, no reputation, but of malice 'and ingratitude to 
Vs * their names will be cafily found our, by all mens ob- 


ſervation, and their own bluſhes,though they ſhall not have 


the Honour of Our-mention 2 How have the Laws of Ho- 


ſpitality and Civility been violated;the freedomie and liber- 
_ tie of Converſartion(the' pleaſure and delighr of life) been 


invaded by them ? the diſcourſes at Tables, whiſpers in gar- 
dens. and walks examined, and of perſons under no accnſa- 


tion; letters broken up, { Our own to Our deareſt Conſort 


the Queen , not ſpared )read publickly, and commented up- 
on, with ſuch circumſtances as makes Chriſtendome laugh 


at our follies, and abhorre Our correſpondence: Is peace 


and tranquillity dear to Our SabjeRs 7 .To ſhew that, We 


have left no way to that (not defttu&tive to Honour arid Ju- 


ſtice) 


F 
fi We {AM do'Wh" iris 1 
ice ) unattem 2 c offered t6 lay do 19: 
Nee uphnh 7H ps ations for : al rhe Thdipnilftes Fan's Ha 
pp th feſe,th; rthey ould 1a owh'rtieits fo'tts- 
u x, Sch and Ve hive 'Our own Town, aodls and 
ney taken 2nd ke Ph by violence from Vs)ts be peacedbly 
reſtored to Vs, an The * power of makiag Liivs Wittioit 
. Vs by the way of Ordinances ( which itaplyes a power by 
Ordinance to depoſe Us )and that in particular cohcernin 
the . Militia, to be diſayowed anda ſafe place ko be apree 
on, where We might be preſent with Our Great Cdtincell, 
for the compoſing of all miſunderſtandings , atid making 
this Kingdome happy : which offers nor 20 y were not 
axrepred, but norfo much as any Anſwer diteQed '{tnime- 
Ci cly to Us; omewhat onely. ſent dowf by their- titider- 
Cl rk,which; Ih their firſt Petition rig Our Anſwer (We 


upc 


iqve 40y.. aCtion vat = * oe Hg to Our} pto- 


as is {our Pepe are FT ly to mare With ir MN 
oF Let all the world judge, c, who.: are the lovers bf Peice. 
Laftly;isthe CHalbruy tion of the Kihgde one to be preſer- 
ved, and Monarchy ir fee upheld "6 thy "thing þerndte 
| evident then that $6 cad of theſe men is; & the contlifibn 
which muſt ahead thair premiſſes muſt be, ro introduce'a 
arffic andconfufion of all degrees and conditivtns? arc fior 
verall books and pa papers ( hs has the Obſervatiahs "#pbw 
parts. 


* 7 + RE "A 
aft of our ED ph te ra direQion, at leſt 
eIrc nce, 2241 atchy ir (elfeſs jrp 

il Vs ro bem vitc;aind Entemmprible; and yo 
ood Subje&8 continues they are? Can'Olr jult power be 


taken from Vs, add Hall they enjoy rhtr liberty + 'Whoſo- 
everisa trier d to the cofiftituti6n'of the'Kingdome, muſt 
be an enemy to theſe rich. WY. vg) #14 29 2ynevilent 
How the benefir, advantages, and hopes of the King- 
dame have beey and arc advanced and promoted by theſe 
"men, 1 good mietiſce atid diſcern. 'Ler Vs confider-now 
whetherill thoſe grievarices ind” preffures which our Sub- 
jecs have own Tuffered'tinder, and of 'which Ont Ju- 
Rice and Fayour hath caſed them,be not by the PaQtion and 
yratiny of theſe meti tedoubled ypor'Our people;- Were 
the conſciences of mien grieved"andftandalized atthe too 
much Formality and Circimſtances uſed in the exerciſe of 
Religion,and are they notequally concerned inthe uncom- 
linefle, irreverence, and profaneneſſe 'now avowed'tothe 
diſhogour of Chriſtianity 2 were they troubled'to ſee the 
Pulpic ſometimes made a Bat to plead againſt the Libertie 
and Property of the Subje& ,” and are they nor more con- 
founded to ſec it {o generally made'a Scaffold to incite'rhe 
people to Rebellion, and Sedition againſt Vs * Have Our 
. people ſuffered under and been oppreſſed by theexerciſe of 
an; Arbitrary power, and out of a ſenſe of rhoſe ſufferings 
haye We conſented to take away the Ster-chamber , the 
High Commiſsion- Courts, to regulate the Councet-Table,and 
toapply any Remedics have been propoſed ro*Vs for- that 
diſeaſe £ and haye not theſe men doubled thoſe preſſures, 
in the latitude and unlimitedneſſe of their proceeding, in 
their Orders for the obſervation of the Law as they pre- 
tend, and their puniſhing men for notobeying thofe Orders 
in a way and degree the ol oe Foes a morn z in on 

! W | Os, Pſy”, > end-. 
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ſending for Our good Subjes upon generall Informations 
withour proof, and for offenſes which the Law takes no 
notice of;in declaring men enemies to the Commonwealth, 
fining and impriſoning them, for doing or nordoing thar, 
which no known Law -injoyns or condemns? Were the 
Purfivants of the Councel-Table, the delay and atrendance 
there, orat the Hieh-Commiſ5ion-Conrt,the judgements and 
decrees of the Star-Chamber, more grievous, grievous to 
more:perſons, more chargeable, more intolcrable, then the 
Serjeants and Officers fees, the attendance upon the Houſes, 
and upon Committees, or then the Votes and Judgements 
which have lately paſſed in one or both Houſes. Lerall the 
Decrees, Sentences and Judgements of the High. Commiſ- 
ſion Court and Star-chamber be examined, and any found fo 
unjuſt, ſo _illegall, as the proceedings againſt the Gentle- 
men of Xert, for preparing and preſenting a Petition agree- 
able inform and matter to all the rules of Law and Juſtice, 
by which men are to be informed to ask any thing , as the 
judgement againſt M., Byn7oy, that he ſhould be disfranchi- 
ſed, beuncapable of ever bearing Office in the Common- 
wealth, impriſoned in the Goal of Colcheſter for the ſpace ' 
of two years, and to pay three thouſand fine,nothing being 

charged and proved againſt him, that any Law or reaſon, 
- could tell him that hewas not to do: though the ſentences 
inthe other Courts were in ſome Caſes too ſevere, and ex- 
ceeded the meafure of the offenſe, there was (till an offenſe, 
" fomewhatdone thar-in truth was a crime ; but here Decla- 
rations, Votes, and Judgements paſſe upon Our people, for 
matters not ſuſpeed to be crimes till they are puniſhed. 
And have ſuch proceedings ever been before this Parlia- 
ment? If Monopolics haye becn granted , to the preju- 
dice of Qur people, the: Calamity will not be leſſe, if 
is be exerciſed by a;good Lord, by a Bill, then ir was 

| | before 
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before by a Pattent. And yer the Earl of Warwick thinks 
fit ro require the Letter-office to be confirmed to him 
for three lives, at the ſame time that *tis complained 
of as a Monopoly, and without the alteration of any cir- 
cumſtance, for the eaſe of the Subje& ; 'and this -with ſo 
much greedineſſe and authority, that whileſt it was com- 
plained of asa Monopoly, he procured an Affignement to be 
made of it to him from the perſon complained of, after he 
had by his intereſt ſtopped the proceedings of the Commit- 
tee for the ſpace of five moneths, before that Aſſignement 
made to him,upon pretence that he was concerned 1n it, and 
defired to be heard: of ſuch Sovereigne Power was his 
name, as if it could be no longer a grievance to Qur People, 
if it might prove an advantage to him. A Preſident very 
likely to be followed in many Monopolics, if they may be 
aſſfigneq to principall Members, or their friends, witneſſe 
the connivence now given to Sir Jehn Meldram for his 
Lights, fince his undertaking their ſervice at Hil. Have 
partiality and corruption in Judges obſtrued the courſe of 
Juſtice 2 was there ever ſuch partiality and corruption, when 
their fc]llow-Members of either Houſe are by them impor- 
runed and ſolicited for their Votes in- Cauſes before them, 
and no other meaſure or rule to the Juſtice of that Faci- 
on then the opinions of the perſons contending 2 what 
ſummes of money have been given to, and what contracts. 
have been made with ſome Members of either Houſe who 
are of this powerfull Faction We complain of, for preſer- 
ving this man from being queſtioned, and promoting an 
Accuſation againſt that man, for managing ſuch a cauſe, and 
procuring ſuchan Order, Weare verywell able togive par- 
ticular information; which We ſhall willingly do, when; 
there may be ſuch ſober and ſecure debate as becomes,the 
dignity and freedome of Parliament, and the witneſſes,now 
K 3 | within; 


within their” reacti, may ' neither Þe awed, por tampered 
with; before triall ; for how little carc- there is taken fgr 
diſcoveries ofthis nature, appears by that which (upon a 
complaint of a flander againſt Mr Pjw) was juſtified, and the 
Authour averred againſt him,for taking Thirty Pound Wie 
to preſerve a Papiit from Legall' proſecution, which ha 
bee fo'lonpſiffered to ſleep at a Commutee. 

"Our ceſe is [truly ftared, ſo truly, rhat there is ſcarce 
arly particularurged or alkedged by Vs which is notknown 
'to'muny, -andthemoft ro:all men: And muſt Our Condi- 
'rionbenow'irreparabler are the. jnjuries commirred againſt 
Vsand the'Law jurftifiable? and muſt We'be icenſured for 
uſitg all poſfiblemeans 'to be freed from them, or to be. re- 
\pared'for' them, becauſe they ſeem tocarrie the-conſent and 
awthoritic off both Our Houſes of Parliament? There is not 

a*particular of which We complain ,-that found not.cmi- 
net oppoſition in both Houſes, ;and yet for the moſt part 
tiot above a Moitie ofcither Houſe preſent. The Order of 
he's. of Sepremwber (an Order to ſulpend the execution,of 
Laws inforce)pafſed , when there were, not above cightie 
'Cottimoners(of iwhich many diflafſented) and butrtwentic 
Lords, whereof eleven ( the major part)expreſlcly contra- 
[didtedir : The firſt nnſcaſonable Remonſitrance (the foun- 
tain from-whence all the preſent: miſchiefs have, lowed) 
was'Ccatried buribyceleven Voices after-fifteen houres fit- 
ting, whewabove two hundred were abſent,and was never 
approved by the Lords :' The buſinefſe, of the;Ms/itis was 
*atleaft twice rejected by dauble their number.in the Houſe 
-of Peers, who conſented to.it, there being no Popiſh Lord ' 
preſent, and twelve Biſhops in the Tower;and yer this pro- 
ipoſed-again , the Houſe /being made thin of thoſe Lords 
who' had formerly oppoſed it, who went out immediately 
*itbeins their uſuall courſe:to- watch ſuch OPPOreunfons to 
cefteR 
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efe& theit bufinefe) after MI. s tis threas, 


-which We pritcipatty complain of :' And we again: 


% wa - ” 
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and then 
carrted. The Declaration againſt Us ſetitro Newwarker was 
carried but by one Voice in the Houfe of Peers, and by a 
ſmall 'thumber in the Houfe-of -Commons : The-juſtifying 
Sir Fobm Hotham in his Act of High Treaſon, was oppoſed 
by many perſohs of great worth, though neither-Hlouſe 
had half irs nitmber: And We are very -farre from cenſu- 


- 'ring-afl thofe perſons who'concurred in theſe orany ether 


particulirs ; We believe very'many of them ſtood notinſo 
clear alithr'to diſcern the guilt, malice, ambition, -or:fub- 
tilty of their ſeducers; bur if in truth there' weren-conſent 
1ntifely in'both'Houfes of Parliament '(as Wearemoſt.af- 
ſured there will never be) ro alter thewholeframeof Go- 
'vernment, tnuſt we ſubmit 'ro thoſe Reſolutions, and muſt 
*H0r Our Subjes help'and affiſt Vsin 'the- defence of Laws 
arid Govetntnent eſtabliſhed , becauſe they :do-not like 
them'? Did'We intend when We called themitothar great 
'Colificel, or did Our Subjects inrend-when they: fent chem 
'thither in their behalfs ,"thar they ſhould: alter the-whole 
frame of Government,according to their own phancies ant - 
ambition , 'and pdſſeſſe thoſe ' places during their lives? - 
'What 'Our opinion'and refoltttion-is concerning .Parlia- - 
mefits, We have fully expreſſedin Our Declarations ; We 


have faid, atid will till ſay, they are ſo 'eſſentiallaparrof 
the Conſtirotion of this Kingdome , that'We canartain to - 
'no happineſſe without them, nor will We ever make the - 


leaſt attempt (in Onr thought) againſt them, 'We well 
know that Our Self and Our two Houſes makeup the Par- - 
lixment; afid that We are like Hippocrates Twins, Wemult | 


Javgh-and crie, live arid die together,” tharinomancanbea 
Friend to the one ,” and #9 enemic to theother ; thei myu- - 


ſtiee , injurie*ahd violence offered to' Parliaments, is: rhdt : 
all. 


all Our good Subjeds in the preſence of Almighty God, 
that all the Ads paſſed by Vs this Parliament ſhall be 
equally obſcrved by Vs, as we defire thoſe to be which do 
moſt concern Our Rights. Our Quarrcl is not againſt the 
Parliament but againft particular men, who firſt made the - 
wounds, and will not now. ſuffer them to be healed, bur 
make them deeper, and wider, by contriving , foſtering, 
and fomenting miſtakes and jealouſtes betwixt body and 
chead, Vs and Our two houſes of Parliament, whom We 
name, and are ready to prove them guilty of High Trea- 
ſon : We dcfire that the Ford Kimbolton, M. Hollis, M. Pim, 
M.-Hampden, Sir Arthur Haſlerigge, M. Sirede, M. Martin, 
Sir Henry Ludlow, Alderman Pennington & Captain Yeune 
may be delivered into the hands of Ju:tice, ro be tryed 
by their Pecrs, according to the known Laws of rhe Land; 
If We do not prove them guilty of Hiz!h T:icilon, they 
will be acquitted , and their Innocence will jally tris 
nmplfover Vs. Againſt the &il of arwict, the Eaid of 
'Bſſex , Earl of Stamfora, Lord Brook, Sir Fob, 3:ham, 
Serjeant Major Generall Sk-ppon, and thoſe wiio (hall 
henceforth exerciſe the M1144 by virtue of the Ordi- 
nance, We ſhall cauſe Indi&tments to be drawn of High 
Treaſon vpon the Sratute of the 25. yeare of King, Edward 
.thethird; Let them ſubmir to rheir triall appointed by Law, 
and plead their Ordinances ; if they ſhall be acquicted, We 
'have done. And thart all Our loving Subjets may know, 
'that in truth. nothing bur the Preſervation of the trie Prote- 
Kant Religion, invaded/by Browniſme, Anabaptiſme, and 
- -_ -Libertiniſme, the ſafety of Our Perſon threatned & conſpi- 
- :redagainſt by Rebellion and Treaſon, the Law of the Land 
-and Libertie of the Subje& oppreſſed and almoſt deſtroyed 


.ubyan uſurped, unlimited, Arbitrary power, and the Free- 
:doincy Priviledge and Digaitic of Parliament awed and,in- 
oY 4." —_— 
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fulted upan by force and tymults, could make Vs put off 
Ourtong-lav'd Robe of Peace,and take up defenſive Arms. 
We once more-offer @ free and a-gratious pardon to allQur 
loving SubjeQs whoſhill deſirethe.ſame4except the per- 
ſons before named) and ſhall be as glad with ſafety and ho- 
nqur tolay downithgle Arms, as ofnegreateſt bietiog We 
arc ca” eof in this world. But if to juſtifie theſe Actions 
and theſe Perſons, Our Subjects ſhall think fir to engage 
rhemſelves in a Warre againſt Vs, We, muſt not look up- 
on itas an At of Our Parliament, butas a Rebellion againſt 
Vs and. the Law inthe behalf of theſe men, and ſhall. pro- 
ceed for the ſuppreſſing it with the ſame Conſcience and 
Courage, as We would meet-an Army of Rebels, whoen- 
deavour. todeſtroy-both King ,and People ; and We wil 
never doubt to find honeſt men enough of Our minds. 
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The true Copie of the Petition prepared 
by the Officers of the late Army, and Subſcribed 

by His MAajesTIE, with C. R 


To the Kin Gs Moſt Excellent MAjesSTIE, 
the: Lords Spirituall , and Temporall, the Kaights, 
Citizens, and Burgeſſes now Aſſembled in the 
High Court of Parliament. 


The Humble Petition of the Officer's, and Soulaters of the Army 


HumBzLY SHEvvarH, 


ESPN Hat although our wants have been very 
W-- We @ preſſing, and the burthen we are become 
Z=>\F unto theſe parts ( by reaſon of thoſe 

| F=3=/ wants)very grievous unto us, yet ſo have 


W& E 
FA iS + we demeaned our ſelves, that Your Ma- 
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$ jcſties giearand weighty Aﬀairs in this 
preſent Parliament, have hitherto recci- 
ved no interruption by any Complaint, either from us or 
againſt us: A temper not uſuall in Armies ( eſpecially in 
one deſtitute not onely of pay, but alſo of Martiall Diſci- 
pline, and many of its principall Officers: ) that we cannot + 
bur attribute ir to a particular bleſſing of Almighty God,on 
our moſt hearty affeRtionand zealto the Common good in 
the happy ſuccefle of this Parliament,to which as we ſhould 
have becn ready hourely to contribute onr deareſt bloud, fo 
now that it hath pleaſed God to manifeſt his bleſſing ſo ma. 
nifeſtly therein, We cannot but acknowledge it with thank- 
fulneſſe. We cannot but acknowledge his great Mercie in 
that he hath inclined Your Majeſties Royall heart ſo to co0- 
pera:e with the wiſdome of the Parliament, as to effeR ſc 
orea! 


(81) | 
great and happy a Reformation,upon the former diſtempers 
of this Church and Commonyealth;as firſt in Your Maje- 
ſties gracious condeſcending to the many important de- 
mands of our neighbours of the Scottiſh Nation: Secondly, 
in granting ſo free a courſe of Juſtice againſt all Delin- 
quents, of what quality ſoever: Thirdly, in the removall 
of all thoſe grievances wherewith the Subjes did conceive 
cither their Libertie of Perſons , Proprietic of Eſtate, or 
Freedome of Conſcience prejudiced : And laſtly, in the 
greateſt pledge of ſecurity that ever the Subjects of England 
reccived from their Sovereigne,the Bill of Trienniall Parli- 
ament. Theſe things ſo graciouſly accorded unto by Your 
Majeſty, without bargain or compenſation,as they are more 
then expeRation or hope could extend unto, ſo now cer- 
tainly they are ſuch as all loyall hearts ought to requieſſe 
in with thankfulneſſe, which We do with all humility, and 
do atthis time with as much carneſtneſle, as any, pray and 
wiſh, That the Kingdome may be ſettled in peace 8 quiet- 
neſle; and thatall men may, at their own homes, enjoy the 
bleſſed fruits of your Wiſdome 8 Juſtice. But may it pleaſe 
Your Excellent Majeſtie, and this High Court of Parlia- 
ment, to give us leave, with grief and anguiſh of heart, to- 
repreſent unto You, that we heare thar there are certain 
perſons ſtirring & pratticall, who in ſtead of rendring glory 
tro God,thanks to his Majeſtie,and acknowledgementto the 
Parliament, remain yet as unſatisfied and mutinous as ever; 
.who whilcſt all the reſt of the Kingdome are arrived even: 
b:yond their wiſhes, are daily forging new & unſeaſonable 
demands: who while{t all men of Reaſon, Loyalty and Mo. 
deratioh, are thinking how they may provide for Your Ma- 
jeſtics Honour & Plenty, in return of ſo many:graces to the 
Subject, they are ſtill attempting new Di ninutions-of Your 
Majeſties juſt Regalities, which muſt ever be no lefle dear to 
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althoneſt men,then our own freedomes:Itrfine,mthoffuch 
rurbvlent fpirits,as are ready to ſacrifice the honour & wel- 
fate of the whole Kingdome to theirprivate phancics(wh6 
nothing elſe thena ſubverſtoh of the whole frame of Go» 
vernfficnt will ſatisfie. ) Farbe it from our thoughts to be- 
lieve, thatthe violence and-unreaſonablenefte of '{uch kind 
_ of perſons 'cafh have any influence -upon the:Prudence Be 
Juſtice of the Parltament. Bur that'which begetsthe:trouble 
and diſquicrof our loyall hearts at this preſent ,is, That we 
hearethoſeill-affefed perſons 'are backed in their violence 
by the Multitude, and 'the power of raiſing Tumults,' that 
thotiſands flock-at their call, and befetthe Parliament:(and 
Whitehall it ſelf) not onely to theprejudice of that freedome 
which is neceſfary to.greatCountels 8&Judicatoriesgbutpol- 
ſibly to-ſome Perfonall danger of Your Sacred'Majcftic & - 
Peers. The vaſt eonſequenee of theſe Perſons Malignitie, 
and of the licentioufneſſe of rhofe multirades that follow 
them conſidered;inrroſt deep careand zealous affeRion for 
the ſaferic of Your Sacred Majcftieand the Parliament, our 
humble Perition is, Thatin Your'Wiſdoms, you would be 
pleaſed: to remove ſuch Dangers, by puniſhing the Ring- 
leaders 'of theſe Tumults, that Your Majeſtic , and the 
Parliament may'be fecured from ſuch infolencies hereafter: 
For the ſuppreſſing of which, in all humility we offer our 
ſelves to wait upon Youlif You pleaſe) hoping we ſhall ap- | 
pear as conſiderable in way of Defence to our gracious S0- 
vercigne, the Parliament, our Religion, and the eſtabliſhed 
Jaws of the Kingdome, as whatnumber ſoever ſhall auda- 
cibufly preſume ro violate them. So ſhall we by the wiſ- 
dome of Your Majeftie, and the Parliament, nor onely be 
vindicated from precedent Innovations, but be ſecured from 
-thefuture, thatare threatned, and likely to produce more 
-dangerous cftcs then = former. Andweſball pray, &c. 
,  FINIS, 


